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Sheffield 
Town  Hall, 
built  of  local 
stone  from  the 
old  quarry  on 
Hewins  Street 
and  con- 
structed by 
the  Ensigns, 
the  same  fam- 
ily  that  built 
the  original 
covered 
bridge. 


TOWN  MEETING  SET  FOR  MAY  6,  ELECTIONS  MAY  13 


The  2002  Annual  Town  Meeting, 
for  registered  voters  to  vote  on  the 
town  budget,  reports  of  town  officers 
and  other  matters,  will  be  held  at 
7pm  Monday,  May  6  in  the  Mt. 
Everett  Regional  High  School 
Auditorium  on  Berkshire  School  Rd. 


the  business-  to  be  handled  became 
more  complicated,  townspeople  started 
to  "select"  some  of  their  fellow  citizens 
as  a  committee  or  "board  of  selectmen" 
to  conduct  the  community's  business 
between  meetings.  Sheffield  has  had 
selectmen  since  it  was  incorporated  in 


Town  elections  will  be  Monday,  May     1733  and  held  its  first  Town  Meeting 
13,  at  Sheffield  Town  Hall,  Carlton       that  same  year. 
French  Meeting  Room,  with  polls 
open  from  9am  to  7pm. 

The  Town  Meeting  form  of  govern- 
ment has  been  a  New  England  tradi- 
tion since  early  colonial  days  when  the 
entire  town  would  gather  to  make  all 
governing  decisions.  It  has  been  called 
the  purest  form  of  democratic  govern- 
ment in  that  it  permits  voters  to  direct- 
ly participate  in  the  selection  of  offi- 
cials, the  enactment  of  laws,  the 
approval  of  budgets,  salaries  of  elected 
officials  and  a  whole  range  of  other 
matters  that  in  other  regions  of  the 
country  are  commonly  the  province  of 
elected  representatives. 

Originally,  the  Town  Meeting  was 


The  Town  Meeting  form  of  gov- 
ernment has  been  a  New 
England  tradition  since  early 
colonial  days  when  the  entire 
town  would  gather  to  make  all 
governing  decisions. 

Sheffield's  annual  Town  Meeting  is 
held  on  the  first  Monday  in  May  to 
vote  on  matters  listed  in  the  Warrant 
for  the  meeting.  The  Town  Wanant  is 
issued  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and 
specifies  the  time,  place  and  agenda  for 
the  meeting.  The  Selectmen  may  con- 
vene special  Town  Meetings  at  other 


The  Selectmen  ordinarily  deter- 
mine what  will  be  included  in  the 
Warrant.  However,  citizen  items  must 
be  included  if  they  are  specified  in  a 
petition  signed  by  at  least  10  voters  or, 
in  the  case  of  a  special  Town  Meeting, 
a  petition  signed  by  the  smaller  of  at 
least  100  registered  voters  or  10%  of 
all  registered  voters.  The  Warrant 
must  be  made  publicly  available  not 
less  than  seven  days  prior  to  the  meet- 
ing date  (14  days,  in  the  case  of  a  spe- 
cial meeting). 

Following  an  ancient  tradition,  this 
is  done  by  the  two  Town  constables 
(currently  Chief  James  McGarry  and 
Anthony  Gulotta)  "posting"  the 
Warrant  in  various  public  locations  in 
Sheffield.  continued  on  page  3 


times  and  must  do  so  if  requested  by  a 
the  only  government  of  a  town.  But  as      specified  number  of  registered  voters. 


In 

This  Issue 

Town  Government 

Selectmen,  Administrator 

4 

Town  Clerk,  Government  Chart 

5 

Community  News 

Farmers'  Market 

6 

7 

Food  Program,  Old  Parish 

Local  Authors 

8 

Fire  Log,  Tableuas,  Parade 

9 

Children's 

;  Chorus 

10 

Family  Network 

11 

Celebration,  Churches  &  Services  1 2 

Village  Green 

Historic  District,  Library,  Mosquito 

Control,  Waste  collections 

13 

D.A.R.E.  Graduates 

14 

Town  Boards  &  Commissions 

15 

Organizations  &  Businesses 

Stone  Store,  Sheffield  Association  1 6 

New  shop  in  Sheffield 

17 

Kiwanis,  Cub  Scouts 

18 

Historical  Society  Events 

19 

Friendly  Union,  Heritage  Fair 

20 

Book  signing,  Cobble.  Intership 

21 

Real  Estate  Transfers 

22 

Calendar  Page 

23 

m  from  the 


EDITORS 


NEW  SERIES  ON  TOWN  GOVERNMENT 


With  this  issue,  the  Sheffield  Times 
starts  a  series  of  articles  on  town  gov- 
ernment. The  first  article  covers  the 
Town  Meeting  form  of  government 
and  elections.  You'll  also  find  profiles 
of  the  "executive  branch"  of  Sheffield's 
government:  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
the  Town  Administrator,  and  the 
Town  Clerk. 

Thank  you  to  Natalie  Funk, 
Helen  Johnston,  Bruce  Person  and 
Bob  Weitz  for  their  assistance  with 
research  for  this  issue. 


the  Town  Warrant  is  being  mailed  to 
all  town  residents. 

We  hope  this  series  will  help  give 
people  a  better  sense  of  what  it  means 
to  live  in  a  community  in  which  the 
principle  of  "government  of,  by  and  for 
the  people"  is  alive  and  well  and 
where  you  can  see  that  each  person's 
vote  really  does  count. 

That  kind  of  democracy  requires 
community  participation  to  be  effec- 
tive. We  encourage  all  of  Sheffield's 
registered  voters  to  participate  in  the 


Subsequent  issues  will  cover  other      meeting  and  the  elections. 


boards,  committees  and  offices,  from 
those  that  many  residents  interact 
with  like  the  police  department  or 
treasurer/tax  collector  to  those  that 
may  be  less  well  known  like  the 
Historical  Commission  or  our  many 
safety  inspectors.  Did  you  know  that 
in  the  18th  Century  we  had  a  Hog 
Reeve  (pig  bailiff),  an  important  offi- 
cial when  pigs  were  allowed  to  run 
free?  Read  more  about  the  Hog 
Reeve,  as  well  as  modern-day  offices, 
in  the  next  issue. 

In  addition,  a  special  supplement 
of  the  Sheffield  Times  with  the  text  of 


-  Kathy  Orlando  &  Andrea  Scott 


Thanks  to  all  those  who  have 
donated  since  the  last  issue  to 
help  keep  the  Sheffield  Times 
going!   To  anyone  we  missed, 
we'll  get  you  into  the  next  issue. 

Theresa  Bellizzi 

Catie,  Carolan  &  Connie  Cooper 

Tom  Czarnowski 

Helaine  T  Gold 

Tiziana  Hardy 

Bruce  Howden 

Edward  W.  Knapp 

Allison  Lassoe 

Sue  &  Bob  MacVeety 

Elaine  &  Fred  Panitz 

Louis  &  Tammy  Pipa 

Jo  Jean  Travis 
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HOW  TO  SUPPORT  THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES- 
YOUR  COMMUNITY  NEWSLETTER 

Submit  articles,  news  items,  photos  or  illustrations 

Spotted  any  interesting  wildlife?  Have  a  good  idea  for  a  story?  Taken  a  great  picture 
of  an  interesting  Sheffield  scene?  Let  us  know! 

Send  suggestions  and  submissions  to  the  P.O.  box  or  e-mail  address  below. 
News  briefs  can  be  one  or  two  sentences,  short  articles  between  1 50  and  450 
words.  Run  suggestions  for  feature  stories  by  the  editors  first. 

Tell  us  about  your  events 

Calendar  items  should  be  directed  to  the  attention  of  the  Calendar  Editor  and  include 
a  contact  name  and  number  in  case  there  are  questions. 

Advertise  in  the  Sheffield  Times 

We  accept  ads  for  services  and  products  connected  with  Sheffield.  Eighth-pages  to 
half-pages  available,  more  details  on  page  1 9.  Contact  Rene  Wood  at  229-2875  or 
renecwood@aol.com  for  rates  or  more  information. 

Support  our  advertisers 

Most  of  our  advertisers  are  local  businesses.  Tell  them  you  read  about  them  in  the 
Sheffield  Times! 

Make  a  donation 

The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  at  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and 
Ashley  Falls,  ft's  only  partly  supported  by  advertising.  When  you  make  a  donation, 
you  help  make  future  issues  possible  and  you  get  Sheffield  Times  in  the  mail.  See  the 
form  on  page  23. 
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P.O.  Box  1339 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

E-mail:  sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com 
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Sheffield's  vital  statistics 


continued  from  page  I 

The  Town  Meeting  is  empowered 
to  set  salaries  of  elected  officials, 
establish  new  boards  or  committees 
and  adopt  or  amend  Town  bylaws 
(the  local  equivalent  of  statewide 
laws  adopted  by  the  Massachusetts 
legislature.)  Within  limits,  it  can 
modify  some  of  the  functions,  poli- 
cies and  powers  of  Town  officials, 
boards  and  agencies  and  the  way  in 
which  board  or  agency  members  are 
selected,  and  require  that  investiga- 
tions be  made  into  the  activities  of 
Town  officials. 

Sheffield's  Town  Meeting  atten- 
dance records  are  better  than  those 
of  many  other  Massachusetts'  towns, 
but  still  tend  to  represent  only  a 
small  percentage  of  its  registered 
voters.  Usually  the  turnout  for  annu- 
al meetings  ranges  from  between 
about  5%  and  15%  of  the  registered 
voters  in  Sheffield — and  the  atten- 
dance at  special  meetings  is  generally 
much  smaller  (less  than  10  voters  on 
occasion). 

Attendance  shoots  up  if  a  high- 
profile  or  contentious  issue  is  to  be 
considered  at  the  meeting.  Zoning 
and  school-budget  issues  have 
attracted  as  high  as  a  22  percent 
turnout.  A  special  meeting  in  1989 
considering  a  proposed  bond  issue  for 
the  school  system  drew  26  percent. 

An  item  must  be  listed  in  the 
Warrant  for  it  to  be  voted  on  at  the 
meeting.  Most  issues  are  decided  by  a 
simple  majority  vote  of  the  voters 
present  (no  quorum  is  required  for 
the  meeting  to  take  action),  though 
authorizing  the  Town  to  borrow 
money  and  changes  to  zoning  bylaws 
and  certain  other  matters  requires 
passage  by  a  two-thirds  majority. 

Role  of  the  Moderator,  Clerk  & 
Board  of  Registrars 

Town  Meetings  are  run  by  the 
Moderator,  elected  each  year  in  the 
May  town  election.  The  moderator 


opens  and  closes  the  meeting,  recog- 
nizes participants  wishing  to  speak, 
and  controls  the  time  allocated  to 
speakers.  When  the  time  is  right,  the 
moderator  asks  for  a  vote  and  declares 
the  results.   It's  not  always  an  easy 
task,  particularly  when  contentious 
issues  are  before  the  meeting. 

Most  of  the  rules  governing  con- 
duct at  the  meeting  are  based  on  tra- 
dition and  custom,  giving  the  moder- 
ator a  good  deal  of  latitude.  To  be 
effective,  the  moderator  must  treat 
people  fairly  and  be  seen  to  be  doing 
so.  Bruce  Person  has  served  as 
Sheffield's  Moderator  since  1989. 

The  Town  Clerk,  assisted  by  the 
Board  of  Registrars,  acts  as  the  sec- 
retary of  the  Town  Meeting,  record- 
ing the  voters  present,  the  votes 
cast  for  and  against  and  the  actions 
taken  at  the  meeting.  For  more  on 
the  Town  Clerk,  see  page  5. 

The  role  of  the  Finance 
Committee 

Another  important  player  at 
Town  Meetings  is  the  Finance 
Committee.  Its  five  members  each 
serves  a  three-year  term.  The  commit- 
tee reviews  all  proposed  budget 
expenditure  items  and  makes  recom- 
mendations to  the  voters  about 
whether  Town  Meeting  should  vote 
to  approve  or  modify  each  expendi- 
ture. Finance  Committee  members 
are  appointed  by  the  Moderator  with 
the  approval  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen.  Current  committee  mem- 
bers are  Mark  Bachetti,  James 
Collingwood,  Dave  Smith  Jr.,  David 
Steindler  and  Jeffrey  Scott  Rote. 

Town  elections 

Sheffield's  elections  used  to  be 
held  at  the  annual  Town  Meeting. 
Now  they  take  place  a  week  after 
the  annual  meeting  so  voters  can 
vote  during  regular  polling  hours 
(9am  to  7pm). 


According  to  Sheffield's  2000  Annual 
Report,  there  are  more  than  6.500  res- 
idents, including  about  2,300  farm  ani- 
mals, 700  dogs,  and  2.079  registered 
voters.  All  of  them  are  presided  over 
by  a  government  headed  up  by  a 
Board  of  Selectmen,  managed  by  a 
Town  Administrator,  protected  by 
Police  and  Fire  Departments,  inspect- 
ed by  a  Board  of  Health  and  a  host  of 
building,  electrical,  plumbing,  animal 
and  other  inspectors,  and  taxed  by  a 
Treasurer-Collector  assisted  by  a 
Board  of  Assessors.  Town  government 
has  1 2  elected  officials,  about  20  full- 
time  paid  employees  and  approximate- 
ly 60  part-time  paid  employees. 

In  addition,  more  than  100  people 
fill  unpaid  volunteer  positions  including 
volunteer  firemen  and  members  of 
standing  Town  boards,  committees, 
commissions  and  similar  organizations 
(some  of  these  people  also  serve  in 
other,  paid  positions).  In  its  fiscal  year 
ending  on  June  30,  2000,  the  Town 
collected  $6,663,002.95  in  taxes, 
state  aid,  fees,  fines  and  other  pay- 
ments and  paid  out  $6,551 ,855.81  to 
cover  the  costs  of  government.  [What 
are  town  government's  responsibili- 
ties?  How  are  all  these  people  cho- 
sen? What  do  they  do?  How  is  this 
money  raised  and  where  does  it  go? 
This  series  of  articles  on  town  govern- 
ment  which  starts  this  issue  (see 
page  4)  is  designed  to  help  answer 
those  questions. 

-Peter  Rowntree 

According  to  the  Town's  Annual 
Reports,  the  turnout  for  Town  elec- 
tions is  generally  much  higher  than 
the  turnout  for  Town  Meetings. 
Since  1985,  the  number  of  registered 
voters  participating  has  ranged  from 
about  10  percent  to  70  percent,  with 
most  elections  drawing  35  to  50  per- 
cent. Recently,  Federal  and  State 
elections  typically  draw  more  than 
70  percent  of  Sheffield  voters. 

-Peter  Rowntree 


town 


GOVERNMENT 


THE  EXECUTIVE  BRANCH  OF  TOWN  GOVERNMENT 


Board  of  Selectmen 

Position:  part-time,  paid 
Current  holders:  Richard  Kirchner, 
chairman  (up  for  re-election) ;  David 
Macy;  Janet  Stanton 
Meetings/Hours:  Monday  evenings  at 
7pm  except  for  the  second  and  fifth 
Monday  of  each  month.  Meetings  are 
open  to  the  public. 

In  Massachusetts,  a  Board  of  Selectmen 
can  have  three  to  five  members,  as  the 
Town  itself  chooses.  Sheffield  has 
three.  Each  is  elected  for  a  three-year 
term  but  only  one  each  year,  providing 
an  important  overlap  of  experienced 
and  new  members.  In  other  areas  of  the 
U.S.,  the  sharing  of  executive  power  by 
members  of  a  committee  rather  than 
vesting  power  in  a  single  person  (like  a 
mayor)  is  fairly  unusual  and  reflects  a 
New  England-bred  sense  that  shared 
executive  power  is  more  democratic. 

The  Board's  decisions  must  be 
made  collectively — a  single  selectman 
has  no  authority  to  act  independently. 
If  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion,  the 
majority  view  prevails.  Under  the 
Massachusetts  "Open  Meeting  Law," 
with  limited  exceptions,  the  Board's 
decisions  and  even  its  deliberations 
leading  to  decisions  (and  those  of  all 
other  town  boards,  committees,  com- 
missions and  similar  bodies)  must  be 
made  at  public  meetings. 

Since  1989,  when  Sheffield's  gov- 
ernment underwent  a  reorganization, 
most  executive  power  has  been  con- 
centrated in  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
rather  than  being  spread  among  a  num- 
ber of  other  officials  and  other  bodies 
elected  by  the  voters.  Before  1989,  the 
Town  Clerk,  the  Tax  Collector,  the 
Treasurer  and  others  were  all  elected, 
a  requirement  that  perhaps  was  better 
suited  for  earlier  times  when  most  of 
the  positions  were  part-time  and  did 


not  require  the  expertise  and  experience 
they  do  now. 

Today,  in  addition  to  the  Select- 
men, only  the  members  of  the  Planning 
Board,  the  Library  Tmstees  and  the 
Moderator  are  elected.  All  other  Town 
officers  and  employees  (including 
police  officers  and  firemen)  are 
appointed  or  hired  by  the  Selectmen 
or,  in  the  case  of  Finance  Committee 
members,  their  appointments  by  the 
Moderator  are  approved  by  the  Board. 
The  rationale  is  to  put  the  Selectmen 
in  a  better  position  to  ensure  that  office 
holders  are  qualified  and  accountable 

The  Selectmen,  above  all. 
are  responsible  for  making 
sure  that  Town  government 
and  the  Town  itself  work 
properly. 

for  the  performance  of  their  duties  and 
that  all  elements  of  Town  government 
act  in  concert  rather  than  at  cross  pur- 
poses. 

In  addition  to  calling  elections, 
issuing  Warrants  and  appointing  or 
employing  Town  officials,  the  Board 
can  retain  Town  counsel  and  account- 
ants and  employ  professional  adminis- 
trative staff.  They  can  authorize  the 
payment  of  Town  bills  and  negotiate 
and  approve  supply,  service,  construc- 
tion, insurance,  employment  and  other 
contracts.  They  are  responsible  for  see- 
ing that  Town  property  is  maintained. 
They  negotiate  for  State  funding  and 
other  aid,  and  with  officials  of  neigh- 
boring towns  and  the  State  education 
authorities  on  the  allocation  of  the 
Southern  Berkshire  School  District's 
assessment  and  related  matters. 

The  Board  also  issues  licenses  and 
permits  for  businesses  including  auto- 


mobile and  antique  dealerships,  food 
service  outlets  and  bed  and  breakfasts. 

Above  all,  the  Selectmen  are 
responsible  for  making  sure  that  Town 
government  and  the  Town  itself  work 
properly.  This  requires  that  they  keep 
on  top  of  things  and  try  to  resolve 
small  problems  before  they  become  big 
ones,  and  frequently  involves  review- 
ing complaints  by  residents  and  mediat- 
ing disputes. 

In  a  normal  year,  a  Selectman  typically 
spends  150  to  250  hours  on  the  job,  often 
at  odd  times  of  the  day.  The  time  spent 
can  shoot  up  in  emergencies. 

Town  Administrator 

Position:  full-time,  paid 
Current  holder:  Robert  Weitz 
Meetings/Hours:  Monday  -  Friday, 
9am-4pm 

As  part  of  the  1989  reorganization, 
Sheffield  adopted  the  Town 
Administrator  form  of  government. 
The  rationale  was  that  the  business  of 
government  had  become  sufficiently 
complex  and  time  consuming  to 
require  the  attention  of  a  full-time 
qualified  professional  manager  who 
would  manage  day-to-day  aspects  of 
the  town  for  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 
The  Town  Administrator's  duties 
include  assisting  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  in  developing  Town  poli- 
cies, ensuring  that  policies  are  carried 
out,  supervising  Town  employees  and 
other  people  involved  in  local  govern- 
ment, and  generally  taking  responsi- 
bility for  its  smooth  and  efficient  day- 
to-day  operation. 

The  Town  Administrator  is 
appointed  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 
The  Administrator  attends  virtually  all 
meetings  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
keeps  them  informed  and  works  closely 
with  the  Board  in  developing  policies. 


He  acts  as  the  primary  interface 
between  the  Board  and  other  Town 
officials  and  agencies.  He  is  involved  in 
virtually  all  matters  that  are  the 
responsibility  of  the  Board. 

Bob  Weitz,  who  has  held  the  posi- 
tion since  1991,  is  only  the  second  per- 
son to  fill  the  post  in  Sheffield.  Trained 
as  a  lawyer,  he  has  served  as  a  planning 
consultant  and  as  a  moderator,  plan- 
ning director  and  selectman  in  other 
Massachusetts  towns. 

Town  Clerk 

Position:  full-time ,  paid 
Current  holder:  Helen  Johnston 
Meetings/Hours:  Monday  -  Friday, 
9am-4pm 

The  office  of  Town  Clerk  has  been 
called  "the  hub  of  the  government 


wheel."  The  position  is  older  than 
that  of  Selectman  and  reflects  the 
critical  importance  of  record  keeping 
in  government. 

The  Clerk  is  responsible  for 
records  relating  to  births,  deaths  and 
marriages  and  virtually  all  official 
Town  business  (including  motions 
and  votes  at  Town  Meetings  and 
town,  state  and  federal  elections). 
The  Clerk  issues  burial,  dog  and 
other  licenses,  maintains  files  and 
acts  as  the  primary  interface 
between  Town  government  and  the 
public,  answering  questions,  passing 
out  forms  and  receiving  applications. 

In  addition,  the  Clerk  is  respon- 
sible for  conducting  elections, 
swearing  in  all  Town  officials  and 
members  of  Town  commissions  and 
boards,  and  posting  notices  of  offi- 


cial meetings.  As  an  "ex-officio" 
member  of  the  Board  of  Registrars, 
which  registers  voters,  keeps  lists  of 
residents  and  certifies  nominating 
papers  and  does  the  local  census, 
among  other  things,  the  Clerk  plays 
a  key  role  in  the  conduct  of  the 
annual  Town  census  that,  among 
other  things,  helps  determine  town 
levels  of  State  aid. 

Helen  Johnston  has  been 
Sheffield's  Town  Clerk  since  January 
2000.  Natalie  Funk,  her  predeces- 
sor, now  serves  as  the  Assistant 
Town  Clerk.   Under  their  supervi- 
sion, Sheffield  has  successfully  com- 
puterized its  official  records.  They 
are  now  improving  the  systems  and 
procedures  for  the  proper  preserva- 
tion of  these  records. 

-  Peter  Rowntree 
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FARMERS'  MARKET  OPENS  MAY  10 

After  a  successful  opening  season  last  year,  the  Farmers' 
Market  of  Sheffield  is  preparing  for  an  even  better  one 
this  year  —  more  vendors,  more  products  and  more  free 
special  events. 

The  market  is  held  every  Friday  (rain  or  shine)  from 
4- 7pm,  in  the  Old  Parish  Church  parking  lot.  The  2002 
season  will  begin  with  a  Mother's  Day  Grand  Opening  and 
Craft  Fair  on  May  10  and  end  Columbus  Day  Weekend, 
October  11.  For  opening  day,  expect  early  produce,  bed- 
ding plants,  hanging  baskets  and  cut  flowers.  The 
Mother's  Day  Grand  opening  and  craft  fair  will  also  be  a 
chance  to  shop  for  that  locally  made  gift  for  Mom. 
Baskets,  local  nature  photographs,  natural  produce  bags, 
table  accessories,  garden  accessories,  slate  work,  pottery, 
dolls,  magic  mud  wall  art  and  mosaics  will  all  be  for  sale. 
If  Mom  is  a  gardener,  she  can  even  have  her  garden  soil 
tested  on  site  by  the  Master  Gardener.  All  Moms  and  peo- 
ple who  have  Moms  get  a  free  raffle  ticket  with  every  pur- 
chase. The  market  will  raffle  off  a  large  gift  basket  as  well 
as  Farmers'  Market  gift  Certificates. 

The  Farmers'  Market  of  Sheffield  provides  a  central 
gathering  place  where  local  growers  and  purveyors  can 
regularly  meet  the  community  and  supply  it  with  the 
freshest  and  highest  quality  products  in  season.  Our  mis- 
sion is  to  support  local  agriculture,  sustainability,  small 
businesses  and  the  local  economy  by  administering  an 
open-air  market. 

This  year,  there  will  be  a  culinary  demonstration 
given  by  a  local  chef  on  the  third  Friday  of  every  month. 
Other  special  events  include  a  crafts  fair  planned  for 
Mother's  Day,  Garden  Day  on  May  24,  Father's  Grill 
Day,  Children's  Day  on  July  12,  another  crafts  fair 
August  9,  Sheffield  in  Celebration  week  in  September 
and  Apple  Squeeze  Day  on  October  4. 


The  Farmers1  Market  of 
Sheffield  provides  a  central 
gathering  place  where  local  grow- 
ers and  purveyors  can  regularly 
meet  the  community  and  supply  it 
with  the  freshest  and  highest  quali- 
ty products  in  season.   Its  mission 
is  to  support  local  agriculture,  sus- 
tainability, small  businesses  and  the 
local  economy  by  administering  an 
open-air  market. 


In  their 
efforts  to  support 
the  community 
that  supports 
them,  the  organ- 
izers of  the 
Farmers'  Market 
have  offered  free 

space  to  one  nonprofit  group  each  week  to  promote  their 
group,  recruit  members  or  raise  funds.  So  far,  these 
groups  have  reserved  space:  the  Master  Gardener,  May 
17;  the  Mt.  Everett  10th  grade  class,  May  24;  the 
Sheffield  Whinnies  4-H  club,  May  31;  Students  Against 
Drunk  Driving,  June  7;  Dewey  Memorial  Hall,  June  14; 
the  Rotary  Interact  club,  June  28;  and  the  Berkshire 
Humane  Society,  July  19.  If  your  nonprofit  organization 
would  like  to  participate  in  the  market,  call  the  market 
manager,  June  Wolfe. 

"The  most  exciting  thing  about  this  year,"  says  mar- 
ket spokesman  David  Whitman,  "is  the  number  of  new 
vendors  who  have  approached  us  about  participating  in 
the  market."  In  addition  to  favorites  from  last  year,  such 
as  Berkshire  Mountain  Bakery,  Stellar  Pasta  (formerly 
known  as  Pasta  Galore)  and  Phoenix  Pharm,  new  ven- 
dors include  High  Lawn  Farm,  with  their  quality  Jersey 
dairy  products  and  Hudson's  Restaurant,  with  salad  oil, 
salsa,  chutney,  jams  and  BBQ  sauce.  Double  Decker 
Farm  joins  the  ranks  of  produce  vendors  such  as  Moon  in 
the  Pond,  Wolfe  Ridge  Farm,  and  Bob  Kelly's  Farm. 
Sommerhof  Farm  provides  delicacies  such  as  a  cabernet 
shallot  sauce  and  cheddar  cheese  biscuits;  and  Farm 
Country  Soup  will  add  its  distinctive  soups  to  the  mix. 
"In  all,"  says  Whitman,  "there  are  18  confirmed  vendors 
and  three  more  pending." 

-June  Wolfe 
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Curs,  CoCors,  PeRms,  foiCs 
...And  OOoRe! 

CoRncR  op  Rr.  7  And  CDdpCe  Ave. 
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and  HAND  PAINTED  NAIL  ART 

ON  THE  CORNER  OF  ROUTE  7  AND  MAPLE  AVE 
413-229-3120      SHEFFIELDl  MA      BY  APPOINTMENT 
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OLD  PARISH  NEWS 

Health  kits  for  refugees 

Church  World  Service,  an  ecumeni- 
cal world-wide  organization  has  put 
out  an  appeal  for  health  kits  for 
refugees  who  lack  the  most  basic 
necessities.  If  you  would  like  to  con- 
tribute by  making  up  a  kit,  here's 
how:  Bundle  a  washcloth,  a  comb, 
metal  nail  file,  one  bath  size  bar  of 
soap,  a  toothbrush  and  a  4-  to  7-oz. 
tube  of  toothpaste  and  six  sterile 
bandages  (Band-aids)  in  a  hand  towel 
and  tie  with  a  pair  of  shoelaces. 

You  can  leave  made-up  kits  at  the 
Old  Parish  office  Tuesday  or 
Thursday  morning  or  call  229-8173 
for  a  pick-up. 

Other  church  events 

Sunday,  May  19,  a  special  family 
service  is  planned  for  Pentecost, 
which  is  "Children's  Day"  and  the 
end  of  the  regular  church  school. 
Wear  something  red. 

At  the  June  2,  potluck  supper  the 
Rev.  Bob  Kyte,  will  be  the  guest 
speaker.  Rev.  Kyte  has  just  returned 
from  the  Balkans  where  he  was  sent 
by  Church  World  Service.  He  will 
talk  about  his  experiences  and  what 
Church  World  Service  is  doing  to 
help  the  people  there.  People  from 
the  community  are  invited.  Call  the 
church  office  (229-8173)  Tuesday  or 
Thursday  morning  to  let  them  know 
how  many  will  be  attending  so  they 
can  plan  accordingly. 


SPRING  ROADSIDE  CLEAN-UP 


While  children 
hunted  for  colored 
eggs  and  baskets, 
Easter  Sunday 
Bow  Wow  Road 
residents  Ann 
Barrett,  Kim 
Beattie,  Keith 
Hyatt  and  Rob  & 
Becky  Thomas 
conducted  a  spur- 
of-the-moment 
hunt  for  trash  and 
collected  this  pile 
in  just  a  mile. 


Ashley  Falls 
residents , 
organized  by 
Neal 

Chamberlain, 
spent  the 
morning  of 
April  29 
cleaning  up 
Ashley  Falls  as 
part  of  a 
coordinated 
Berkshire 
County  Earth 
Day  celebration. 


CARLSON  PROPANE 
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AUTOMATIC  DELIVERY 
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FOOD  PROGRAM 

Every  Monday  morning  volunteers 
from  our  community  gather  at  Old 
Parish  Church  to  distribute  food  to 
individuals  and  families  who,  for  a 
variety  of  reasons,  just  can't  "do  it 
all."  Food  is  donated  from  area 
churches  and  businesses  (Big  Y, 
Price  Chopper,  etc)  and  bought 
from  donated  funds. 

Sally  Cook  and  Phyllis  Joyce 
coordinate  the  program.  If  you,  or 
someone  you  know,  is  in  need  of 
food  assistance,  call  the  church 
office  (229-8173)  or  stop  in  on 
Mondays  from  9:30-1 0:30am. 


vgy  Community 

W  NEWS 

LOCAL  AUTHORS 

Coping  with  childhood  cancers 

Former  Sheffield  resident  Tania 
Shiminski-Maher  still  thinks  her  South 
County  education  was  the  best,  even 
with  a  Bachelors  degree,  a  Masters 
degree  and  a  Pediatric  Nurse  Practi- 
tioner Certification  from  Columbia 
University. 

After  graduating  from  Mount 
Everett  Regional  School,  Shiminski- 
Maher  went  to  Simons  Rock,  for  what 
she  considers  the  best  education  that 
she  received.  "It  was  very  humanistic," 
she  said.  "I  always  wanted  to  work  with 
children  and  be  in  the  medical  field, 
and  Simon's  Rock  really  solidified 
where  I  wanted  to  go  in  life."  During 
her  two  years  at  Simon's  Rock  she  lived 
with  her  grandmother  in  Great 
Banington  and  worked  as  a  shift  super- 
visor at  Friendly 's  and  a  nurses'  aide  at 
Fairview  Hospital. 

Shiminski-Maher  went  on  to 
become  a  successful  New  York  City 
nurse  practitioner  and  author  of  a  new 
book  explaining  childhood  brain  and 
spinal  cord  tumors  for  family,  friends 
and  caregivers.  The  book,  "Childhood 
Brain  <St  Spinal  Cord  Tumors:  A  Guide 
for  Families,  Friends  and  Caregivers," 
published  by  O'Reilly  &.  Associates, 


Shiminski-Maher  with  one  of  her  patients. 

has  been  listed  among  the  20  best  con- 
sumer health  titles  of  this  year  by  the 
Library  Journal. 

Cunently,  Shiminski-Maher  is  a 
pediatric  nurse  practitioner  at  the 
Hyman-Newman  Institute  for 
Neurology  and  Neurosurgery  at  New 
York's  Beth  Israel  Medical  Center. 
"Over  the  years,  I've  worked  with 
almost  2,000  children  and  families  who 
found  themselves  thrust  into  a  long  and 
arduous  road  of  intense  medical  treat- 
ment," she  said.  "They  need  medical 
terminology  translated  into  understand- 
able language  to  help  them  cope  with 
the  innumerable  blood  pokes,  the  cry- 
ing, the  fear,  the  surgeries,  the  chemo- 
therapy, and  the  long  recoveries."  Some 
cases  let  her  see  miracles  at  work.  In 
others,  she  simply  helps  families  to  cope 
with  tragedy,  explaining  the  medical 
jargon  in  terms  they  can  understand. 
— JamesShiminski 
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HELPER 


Sue  MacVeety 

Illustrated  by 
Anne  Douglas 


Helping  one  last  time 

Jasmine  was  a  cow,  a  "big,  beautiful, 
brown-eyed,  two-horned,  fawn-colored 
Jersey  cow,"  according  to  her  owner,  Sue 
MacVeety,  who  has  recently  published  a 
book  about  Jasmine. 

"Helper  Cow,"  the  story  of  Jasmine's 
interference  in  the  daily  round  of  farm 
chores,  was  inspired  by  a  song  MacVeety's 
husband,  Bob,  sang  whenever  Jasmine  got 
in  the  way.  "I  would  be  all  flustered,  trying 
to  get  Jasmine  to  move  and  Bob  would  just 
go  over  and  sing  to  her,"  laughs  MacVeety. 
"He'd  be  crooning,  'Helper  cow,  helper 
cow,  wish  I  had  a  helper  cow,'  and  I'd  be 
pushing,  and  shoving  and  cajoling. 
Jasmine  loved  to  be  a  pan  of  what  ever 
was  going  on." 

The  book  is  a  charming  tale  of  a  cow 
that  wanted  to. .  .well. .  .help.  If  Bob  was 
chopping  wood,  there  was  Jasmine  with 
her  head  hanging  over  the  chopping 
block.  If  Sue  was  mucking  out  a  stall,  there 
was  Jasmine,  right  where  Sue  needed  to 
rake.  If  they  loaded  the  wagon  with  brush, 
Jasmine  took  branches  in  her  mouth  and 
pulled  them  off  the  wagon.  "Wonder 
where  I'd  be  right  now  if  I  did  not  have  a 
helper  cow,"  Bob  would  sing. 

Children  will  love  the  delightful 
watercolor  illustrations  done  by 
MacVeety's  friend  and  neighbor,  Anne 
Douglas,  who  also  has  a  small  farm  in 
Sheffield.  In  them,  Jasmine  and  the  farm 
come  to  life.  "This  area,"  says  Douglas,  "is 
so  beautiful  that  it  was  a  delight  to  paint, 
and  Jasmine  was  a  model  cow." 

Published  by  Pentland  Press,  Inc., 
"Helper  Cow",  which  includes  a  recipe  for 
making  butter  from  rich  Jersey  milk,  is 
available  at  local  bookstores  and  gift  shops 
in  Great  Banington,  or  by  ordering  direct- 
ly from  Pentland  Press. 

Nancy  Hahn,  librarian  at  the 
Bushnell  Sage  Library,  has  organized  a 
book  signing  for  Saturday,  May  25  from 
10-11  am.  Highlawn  Farm  will  bring  a 
Jersey  cow  to  the  event  so  that  children 
might  have  a  hands-on  experience,  and 
perhaps  even  sing. 

-Pauline  Clarke 
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SHEFFIELD  TRANSFER  STATION  TABLEAU 


The  Sheffield  Transfer  Station  is  one  of 
my  favorite  places  in  town.  When  I 
lived  in  rural  central  Michigan,  for 
seven  years  I  drove  my  garbage  to  a 
town  dump,  a  trip  that  was  fit  only  for 
trucks  or  all-wheel-drive  vehicles 
unafraid  of  mud  and  ruts,  and  the  smell 
was  awful.  Frequently  we  had  to  drive 
off  the  turkey  vultures  and  wait  for  the 
black  bears  to  leave. 

By  contrast,  the  Sheffield  Transfer 
Station  is  easy  to  drive  to.  Making  my  bi- 
weekly pilgrimage  the  Saturday  before 
Easter,  Ronnie  Papineau,  the  Transfer 
Station  Supervisor,  greeted  me.  "How  ya 
doin?"  she  shouted,  her  face  all  smiles. 

Right  in  the  center  of  the  station  she 
had  placed  a  sign  that  read:  Wishing  you  a 
Peaceful  and  Happy  Easter.  On  a  metal 
table  cloaked  with  a  bright  red  cloth,  a 
large  stuffed  Easter  bunny  smiled  out,  sur- 
rounded by  multi-colored  helium  birthday 
balloons  floating  in  the  afternoon  breeze. 
In  front  of  the  rabbit,  in  a  plastic  basket 


garlanded  with  orange  and  white  daylilies 
and  tulips  sat  Garfield  the  cat,  eyes  half 
open,  staring  out  with  contentment.  Large 
pots  festooned  with  plastic  greens  were 
placed  on  each  side.  In  front  of  one,  a 
timid  wooden  fawn  peeked  out.  In  front  of 
the  other,  a  more  adventurous  plaster- 
board rabbit  poked  its  head  out  of  the  top 
of  a  wooden  canot  bearing  the  words 
Great  Things,  written  top  to  bottom.  Up- 
beat music  flowed  out  of  stereophonic 
speakers. 

Some  other  tableaux  that  have  greet- 
ed people  dumping  their  trash  recently: 

•  A  long  orange  snowboard  stuck  in 
the  ground  in  front  of  a  large  white  furry 
snowman,  painted  with  the  inches  and 
feet  of  a  snow  gauge — a  reminder  of  the 
non-winter  of  2001-2. 

•  A  stuffed  Pink  Panther  sitting  in 
front  of  an  imaginary  camp  fire,  logs  in 
place,  a  teakettle,  a  freshly  caught  fish  and 
a  ladle  hanging  from  a  spit  over  the  imagi- 
nary fire.  In  front  of  the  fire  lay  a  small 


cast-iron  fry  pan,  bearing  a  plastic  turtle. 
A  canteen,  a  cast-off  frog  and  an  ice  chest 
waited  nearby. 

Not  only  is  the  transfer  station  a 
bright  spot  in  my  week,  it  has,  on  occa- 
sion, simplified  our  shopping.  One  day  last 
fall  somebody  contributed  a  basket  of  gor- 
geous green  peppers,  free  for  the  taking. 
Styrofoam  peanuts  are  also  available,  sim- 
plifying our  packing  needs.  The  Sheffield 
Transfer  Station  not  only  gladly  receives 
them  but  also  stores  and  makes  them 
available  to  others. 

Ronnie  Papineau  gets  much  of  the 
credit  for  the  transformation  (including 
the  green  peppers!),  but  she  is  quick  to 
spread  around  the  praise,  pointing  to  the 
helpfulness  of  Sheffield  residents  who, 
learning  of  her  creativity,  supply  her  with 
all  the  teddy  bears,  baby  buggies  and  rub- 
ber duckies  she  will  ever  need. 

As  one  resident  noted,  "Who  ever 
heard  of  a  dump  having  a  hostess?" 

-John  G.  Wigjhtman 


ASHLEY  FALLS  MEMORIAL 
DAY  OBSERVANCE 

The  parade  will  go  on!  Ashley  Falls 
residents  met  Saturday,  April  20,  and 
decided  to  continue  the  long-stand- 
ing Memorial  Day  celebration  under 
the  aegis  of  the  Ashley  Falls  Village 
Improvement  Society.  When  the 
American  Legion  indicated  they 
would  not  be  able  to  march  in 
Ashley  Falls  anymore,  there  was 
some  question  as  to  what  would  hap- 
pen, but  the  Society  has  pulled  the 
parade  together  in  record  time. 

It  will  take  place  at  8am,  forming 
on  the  Green,  as  usual.  Volunteers 
are  working  on  the  makeup  of  the 
parade  and  the  ceremony  at  the 
cemetary.  All  veterans  are  welcome 
(uniforms  not  required).  Following 
the  observance,  the  traditional  "cof- 
fee and  donuts"  will  be  held  on  the 
Green  (or  the  Methodist  church  if  it 
is  rainy).  Contact  Bruce  Howden  at 
229-8481  or  Kathie  Ness  at  229- 
3368  for  more  information. 
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One  of  the  cheerful  tableau  that  greet  visitors  to  the  transfer  station  on  Bamum  Street. 


Sheffield  Fire  Department  Fire  Log  Un  Ullrich,  chef 


March  9     Brush  fire 

Alarm  time:  2:16pm;  In  service:   3:04pm 

March  1 1      Chimney  fire 

Alarm  time:  5:30pm;  In  service:  6:23pm 


March  22      Mutual  aid-Great  Barrington 
Alarm  time:  9:55am;  In  service:  1 1 :57am 


Community 
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BERKSHIRE  CHILDREN'S  CHORUS  AT  MAHAIWE  THEATER 


On  Monday  and  Wednesday 
evenings,  the  sounds  of  children 
singing  and  sometimes  laughing,  can 
be  heard  wafting  from  the  Sheffield 
Grange.  Now  in  its  12th  season,  the 
Berkshire  Children's  Chorus(BCC), 
under  the  direction  of  Nancy  Loder, 
has  made  the  building  its  home. 

The  BCC  is  actually  three  cho- 
ruses: an  apprentice  chorus  of  3rd  to 
5th  graders,  the  central  chorus  for 
6th  to  9th  graders,  and  CODA,  an 
ensemble  of  high  school  singers. 
These  audition-based,  community 
choruses  draw  members  from  19 
towns  in  the  tri-state  area  and  give 
children  the  chance  to  sing  challeng- 
ing repertoire.  The  children  perform 
a  holiday  concert,  joint  programs 
with  the  Berkshire  Bach  Society, 


Berkshire  Choral  Festival  and  the 
Berkshire  Opera,  and  other  local 
concerts. 

In  the  past  the  Berkshire 
Children's  Chorus  has  won  Gold  and 
Silver  medals  in  adjudicated  chorus 
programs  in  the  US  and  Canada. 
And  in  1998  the  chorus  traveled  to 

Last  year  the  children  joined 
other  choristers  for  a  concert 
at  Carnegie  Hall 

Germany  and  Italy  to  sing  in  an 
exchange  program  and  in  the 
Tuscany  International  Children's 
Choral  Festival.  Singing  in  Rome  at 
St.  Peter's  for  a  Sunday  morning  mass 
and  in  the  Duomo  in  Florence  were 
highlights  of  the  trip. 


Last  year  the  children  joined 
other  choristers  for  a  concert  at 
Carnegie  Hall  and  they  have  just 
returned  from  a  competition  in 
Quebec  City.  These  cross-cultural 
experiences  help  the  children  learn 
the  international  priority  for  harmony 
of  voice  and  unity  of  spirit. 

On  Friday  May  3 1  at  7  pm  at  the 
Mahaiwe  Theater,  you  can  hear  the 
BCC's  Rhythms  of  Spring  Concert. 
It  will  feature  the  world  premier  of 
Songs  from  Turtle  Island,  composed 
by  Clive  Davis  of  Berkshire  School. 
Tickets  are  $10  ($6  for  seniors  and 
students)  with  a  Backstage  Dessert 
Reception  for  an  additional  $10.  For 
reservations  call  229-2465  or  write  to 
BCC,  P.O.  Box  18,  Sheffield,  MA 
01257. 
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34  Maple  Avenue 
Sheffield,  MA  01257 


413-229-9992 
www.sheffieldirtn.  com 


THE  SHEFFIELD  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


Invites  you  to  journey 

to  the 
Wadsworth  Atheneum 

(Hartford,  CT) 


Wednesday,  May  15 


Sights  to  be  seen  include  the  Wallace  Nutting  collection  of  early 
American  furniture,  period  rooms,  and  American  paintings. 
Activities  include  a  guided  tour,  lunch,  and  shopping! 

Leaving  Sheffield  at  8:45  am  and  returning  by  4:00  pm. 

Costs:    $30  per  person:;  $35  for  non-members;  lunch  is  a  la  carte  at 

the  Museumis  cafE. 

RESERVATIONS  REQUIRED  BY  MAY  10-Call  (413)  229-2694 


CAT  PARROT  GOAT  KOI  HORSE  DOG  SHEEP  COW  PIG  CHICKEN  RABBIT  T) 
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PURINA  FEEDS  HOME  DELIVERED 

ANIMAL  RELATED  SERVICES 

CUSTOM  TRACTOR  WORK 


Ed  Hotaling 

(.A  13)  229-22-45 


P.O.  Box    I   I  86 
Sheffield,  MA  O  I  257- 1  I  86 
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Casa  Mia  Studio 

Ashley  Falls 

Massachusetts  01222 

413/229-3355 
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FAMILY  NETWORK  EVENTS 

The  South  Berkshire  Family  Network 
serves  South  Berkshire  County  families 
with  children  up  to  5  years  old.  Activities 
are  free  and  held  at  the  Great  Barrington 
Family  Center,  940  South  Main  Street, 
unless  otherwise  stated.  Call  528-0721  to 
register. 

The  Family  Center  has  a  clothing 
exchange,  lending  library  of  parenting 
materials,  and  a  play  room,  which  is  open 
for  drop  in  Monday  through  Friday.  2-4pm. 

REGULARLY  SCHEDULED  ACTTVmES 
Mondays  (except  Memorial  Day),  parent- 
infant  playgroup,  1 2:30-2pm. 
Wednesdays  and  Thursdays,  parent 
child  playgroup,  9:30-1 1 :30am. 
Thursdays,  parent-child  playgroup  at 
Grace  Bible  Church  in  Ashley  Falls,  9:30- 
11:30am. 

Fridays,  parent-infant  drop  in, 
1 2:30-2pm. 

First  Saturday  in  the  month  (May  4, 
June  8),  parent-infant  play  time,  10:30-1 2  noon. 


MAY  &  JUNE  PROGRAMS 
Thursday,  May  2.  Basket-making  work- 
shop led  by  Wendy  Jensen,  $25  charge  for 
materials.  Participants  will  create  a  tissue 
basket.  6-9pm. 

Mondays,  May  6,  13,  20,  Kids  Cook 
Class  for  3-  and  4-year  olds,  10-11 :30am. 
Tuesday,  May  7,  June  4.  LaLeche 
League  Toddler  Group  Meeting,  1pm. 
Wednesday,  May  8,  Sibling  Preparation 
Class  led  by  Mary  Jane  Sackett.  RN, 
3:30pm. 

Saturday,  May  1 1 .  Car  Seat  Safety 
Check  sponsored  by  the  Great  Barrington 
Police  Department  and  Condor  Chevrolet 
at  Condor  Chevrolet  in  Great  Barrington. 
No  appointment  is  needed.  10am.- 1pm. 
Saturday,  May  1 1  and  June  1 5. 
Father-child  playgroup,  10am- 12  noon. 
Mothers  are  invited. 

Tuesdays,  May  14  and  28,  Mothers 
with  More  Than  One  Child  group  led  by 
Gail  Puntin,  MSW.  Families  must  preregis- 
ter  by  calling  Gail  Puntin.  528-1470  and  by 
calling  the  Family  Center,  528-0721 ,  to 
arrange  for  child  care. 
Thursday,  May  16,  Big  Sprouts,  Little 
Sprouts  Playgroup.  Families  will  visit  Great 
Barrington  Healthcare  and  Rehabilitation. 


share  an  activity  and  snack  with  guests. 

10:30am. 

Monday,  May  20.  Parent  Workshop  on 

child  development  led  by  Bob  Boylston, 

MSW.  5:30-7 :30pm.  Light  supper  and  child 

care  available. 

Tuesday,  May  21  and  June  18. 

Spanish  Speaking  Ray  Time,  1 0am.  Hear  a 

story,  do  an  activity  and  share  a  snack  in 

Spanish. 

Friday,  June  21,  Family  Network  Picnic. 

Call  the  center  for  details. 

Wednesday,  May  22  and  June  19. 

Single  Parents  Playgroup  for  families  with 

children  aged  birth-  5  years.  5-7pm.  Light 

supper. 

Saturday,  May  25  and  June  22, 

Toddler  Play  Time.  9:30-1 1 :30am. 

Wednesday,  May  29,  Mother-Baby 

Exercise  and  Baby  Massage  led  by  Vicki 

Guy.  LPTA.  1pm. 

Mondays,  June  3,  10,  17,  Nature 

Hikes  for  3-  and  4-year  olds,  10  am- 12 

noon. 

Thursday,  June  20,  field  trip  to 

Berkshire  Botanical  Garden,  Stockbridge, 

10:30am.  Limit  of  12  children. 


The  Raptor  Project 
at  Bartholomew's  Cobble 

Pesenting  a  seven-foot  wing  span 
golden  eagle,  owls,  hawks,  falcons, 
and  a  three-ounce  saw-whet  owl. 

Sunday,  June  30,  2002,  1pm 

Members  -  free 

New  members  -  free 

Adults  -  $4.00 

Children  -  $1.00 

For  more  information  call:  (413)  229-8600 


3  New  Digital  Video  Cameras 

Immediate  Training  Available 


CTSB 

Celebrates 

serving  the  South  County 
for  10  years! 


Join  CTSB  Today! 

Membership  benefits 


(413)243-8211 
ctsb.org 
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CHURCHES  &  SERVICES 


Sheffield 

Christ  Church  (Episcopal) 

180  Main  Street  (413)229-8811 

Sunday:  8am  &  1 0am  Holy  Eucharist;  1 0am 

Sunday  School  &  childcare;  Thursday:  1 0am 

Holy  Eucharist  &  Healing.   Rev.  Susan  H. 

Crampton 

Congregation  of  Jehovah's  Witnesses 

Route  7  &  Kellogg  Road  (413)  229-8649 

The  public  is  welcome. 

Faith  Baptist 

640  North  Main  Street  (413)229-0400 

Sunday:  10am  Sunday  School;  1 1am  Worship 

Service;  6pm  Bible  Study;  Thursday:  7pm 

Prayer  Meeting.   Rev.  H.  Shelton  Cole 

Old  Parish  (United  Church  of  Christ) 

125  Main  Street  (413)  229-8173 

Sunday:  1 0am  Worship  and  Church  School. 

Sunday,  September  2  worship  will  be  at  Christ 

Church  Episcopal.   Rev.  Art  Kaufman,  Pastor 


Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  (Catholic) 

Maple  Avenue  (413)229-3028 
Saturday:  5:30pm  Mass;  Sunday:  Sheffield 
7:30am,  9am  Masses;  Mill  River  10:30  Mass. 
Rev.  John  S.  Lis 

Sheffield  Chapel  (non-denominational) 
1970  North  Main  Street  (413)  528-0233 
Sunday:   8am  &  9:45am  Morning  Worship; 
9:30am  Sunday  School.   Pastor  Chet  Howes 
www.sheffieldchapel.org 

Ashley  Falls 

Grace  Bible 

Clayton  Road  (413)  229-8560;  parsonage  (860) 
824-7442. 

Sunday:   9:30am  Sunday  School  (ages  3-adult); 
10:30am  Worship  Service,  nursery  care  provid- 
ed.  Rev.  Edward  Eastman,  Pastor 
Trinity  Methodist  (United  Methodist) 
1 156  Ashley  Falls  Road  (413)  229-2712 
Sunday:    1 0arn  Service.   Pastor  Betty  LeGeyt 


Great  Barrington 

Congregation  Ahavath  Shalom 

(reconstructionist) 

North  Street  (413)528-4197   Friday,  8pm  & 

Saturday,  10am.   Services  are  not  held  every 

week.   Schedules  are  updated  weekly  on  the 

answering  machine,  including  special  services. 

Hevreh  of  Southern  Berkshire 

270  State  Road  (413)  528-6378  Friday: 

7:30pm  Shabbat  Service;   Saturday:  10am 

Shabbat  service  &  Torah  study.   Rabbi  Deborah 

Zecher,  Assistant  Rabbi  Andrew  Klein. 

Trinity  Lutheran 

St.  James  352  Main  Street  (413)  528-1330 

Sunday:  9:30am  Sunday  Worship.   Rev.  George 

E.  Mayer 

Unitarian  Universalist  Meeting  of  South 

Berkshire 

St.  James,  352  Main  Street  church  (413)  528- 

4850;   home  (4 1 3)  528-3 1 06. 

Sunday:  5pm.    Rev.  Kathy  Duhon 


SHEFFIELD  IN  CELEBRATION  NEEDS  YOU! 


The  2nd  Annual  Sheffield  in 
Celebration  Week  is  slated  for 
September  6-8  and  September  13  - 
15,  in  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.  A 
grassroots  group  coordinated  by  the 
Sheffield  Association  has  been 
meeting  monthly  since  January  to 
plan  events. 

Those  interested  in  participating 
can  attend  the  next  meeting  at  the 
Sheffield  Library  at  1pm  on  June  2 
or  contact  one  of  the  coordinators: 

Overall  coordinators:  Kathy 
Orlando  (229-8789)  and  Sharon 
Gregory  (229-2717);  Publicity: 
Susan  Cobb  Merchant  (229-8605). 


Sheffield  Fair  (Sat.,  Sept.  7,  3  -7 
pm):  classic  cars,  climbing  wall, 
local  cottage  industries  and  busi- 
nesses, chili  cook-off,  children's 
activities,  music  &  more,  Jo 
Grossman,  (229-2476);  Logistics: 
Jenny  Russell  (229-2549). 

Farmers'  Market:   (Fri,  Sept  6 
&  13)  June  Wolfe  (229-2012);  Old 
Parish  Church  Quilt  Show  (Fri.- 
Sat.,  Sept.  6-7):  Marion  Whitman 
(528-6013). 

Ashley  Falls  Fair  on  the  Green 
(Sat.,  Sept  14,  10-4pm):  arts,  crafts, 
food,  music,  children's  activities  & 
more,  Bruce  Howden  (229-8481). 


Advertisers  Welcome! 

The  Sheffield  Times  accepts 
advertising  at  its  discretion: 

•  From  Sheffield  businesses  & 
residents:  want  ads;  for  sate; 
services  offered  (i.e.  landscaping; 

carpentry;  electrical;  forestry; 
typing;  babysitting;  sewing,  etc.); 
business  ads,  etc. 

•  From  outside  of  Sheffield: 
services,  etc  that  benefit 
Sheffield  residents. 

•  No  editorial  or  political  ads. 

For  more  information  or  to  place 

an  ad,  contact  Rene  Wood  at 
229-2875  or  renecwood@aol.com. 
July/August  Issue  Deadline:  June  14 


Berkshire  Estates  Realty 

Joe  Grossman 

Realtor®  Associate 


109  Pixley  Road 

Gt  Barrington,  MA  01230 


Phone  413-528-5262 
Fax  413-528-6272 
Res.  413-229-2476 


^ 


IB  Ms 

VAN  DEUSEN  REALTY 

494  SHEFFIELD  PLAIN 

PO  BOX  381 

SHEFFIELD,  MA  01257 

LET  EXPERIENCE  WORK  FOR  YOU 

BOB  VAN  DEUSEN-GRI-BROKER 
413-229-8861 
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HAZARDOUS  WASTE 
COLLECTIONS  ANNOUNCED 

Oil  &  paint 

Sheffield  residents  can  bring  used 
motor  oil  and  oil-based  paints,  paint 
thinners  and  turpentine  to  the  follow- 
ing collections  this  spring: 
Saturday,  May  11,  9am-noon,  Great 
Barrington  Recycling  Center,  601 
Stockbridge  Road  (Route  7)  across 
from  Monument  Mountain  High 
School. 

Thursday,  May  23,  3-6  pm,  Otis 
Transfer  Station,  538  W.  Center  Rd. 
Saturday,  June  1,  9am-noon,  Lenox 
DPW,  275  Main  Street,  Route  7A, 
across  from  Mass.  Highway  Dept. 

This  program  is  sponsored  by  the 
17  towns  that  form  the  South 
Berkshire  Household  Hazardous 
Waste  Collaborative.  Pre-registration 
required. 

Household  Hazardous  Waste 

Sheffield  residents  can  also  partici- 
pate in  the  June  8th  comprehensive 
Household  Hazardous  Waste 
Collection  taking  place  in  Lee  DPW. 
These  are  products  with  a  label  that 
says  "caution,  toxic,  poison,  flamma- 
ble," including  paint  thinners  and 
solvents,  pesticides,  drain  and  oven 
cleaners,  button  batteries  and  rubber 
cement. 

Latex  paint  will  not  be  collected 
at  any  of  these  events.   Dried  latex 
paint  can  be  disposed  of  with  regu- 
lar trash.  Use  kitty  litter  or  newspa- 
per to  absorb  the  excess  liquid  until 
it  is  dry. 

Pre-registration  required  for  all 
of  these  collections.  Call  the  Center 
for  Ecological  Technology  (CET)  at 
445-4556  or  800-238-1221  or  email 
Jamie  Cahillane  at  jamiec@ceton- 
line.org. 


onday,  Ma1 


y  6,  2002,  7pm 


nat 


ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING:  m« 

Mt.  Everett  High  School  Auditorium. 

ANNUAL  TOWN   ELECTION:  Monday,  May  13,  2002,  9am- 
7pm,  at  Sheffield  Town  Hall,  Carlton  French  Meeting  Room. 

THE  ASHLEY  FALLS  HISTORIC  DISTRICT  COMMISSION 


If  your  property  is  in  Ashley  Falls, 
before  you  can  do  any  demolition,  con- 
struction, alteration,  fencing,  change  of 
color  and  other  work  on  your  buildings 
and  grounds,  you  must  take  three  steps: 
determine  if  you  are  in  the  Ashley  Falls 
Historic  District;  apply  for  and  receive 
a  Certificate  from  the  Historic  District 
Commission;  and  apply  for  a  Building 
permit  from  the  Building  Inspector. 

To  determine  if  your  property  lies 
within  the  Ashley  Falls  Historic 
District,  contact  the  Sheffield  Building 
Inspector  (229-7006)  or  the  Historic 
District  Commission  (229-2097). 

To  apply  for  a  Certificate  from  the 
Commission,  you  can  get  forms  from 
the  Sheffield  Building  Inspector  or 
directly  from  the  Commission.  Submit 
in  triplicate  all  necessary  site  plans, 
floor  plans,  elevations,  dimensions, 
color  samples,  material  descriptions 
and  other  relevant  information.  If  your 
proposal  involves  only  interior  work  or 


you  believe  the  Commission  has  no 
jurisdiction,  apply  for  a  Certificate  of 
Non-applicability.  If  you  believe  disap- 
proval would  create  a  substantial  hard- 
ship, apply  for  a  Certificate  of 
Hardship.  All  other  cases  should  apply 
for  a  Certificate  of  Appropriateness. 

The  Commission  must  act  within 
60  days  of  your  completed  application. 
This  may  involve  a  public  hearing  to 
which  you,  your  neighbors  and  anyone 
else  who  is  interested,  will  be  invited. 
If  the  Commission  disapproves  your 
application,  it  must  say  why  and  you 
can  modify  your  proposals  and  re-apply. 
If  the  Commission  approves  your  appli- 
cation, you  may  proceed  with  the 
application  for  a  Building  Permit 

All  approved  work  needs  to  be 
completed  within  one  year  from  the 
date  shown  on  the  Certificate.  If  your 
project  extends  beyond  this  time,  a  re- 
application  must  be  filed  with  the 
Commission. 


LIBRARY 

Bushnell-Sage  Library  programs 

Local  author  Sue  MacVeety  and  local 
illustrator  Anne  Douglas  will  talk 
about  their  book  "Helper  Cow"  at  a 
book  reading  and  signing  May  25, 
10am,  at  the  Library.  There  will  be  a 
Jersey  calf  for  petting  and  refreshments 
will  be  served. 

John  Bedard  photo  exhibit  June  28, 
6-8pm  and  June  29,  10am-4pm. 

Star  Spangled  Summer  Reading 
Program,  directed  by  June  Wolfe  and 
Kim  Kaufman,  for  K  -  12.  There  will 
be  two  groups.  Special  guests  include 
Henry  Lappen  (juggler)  on  July  2  and  a 
William  K.  Whiskers  "Surprise  Show" 
on  August  13.  Tuesday  mornings,  July 
2  to  August  13,  9:30- 10:30am. 


BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

Mosquito  control  project 

The  Board  oi  Health  has  been  notified 
by  the  Berkshire  County  Mosquito 
Control  Project  that  they  will  begin  the 
2002  (ULV)  spray  applications  to  con- 
trol flying  mosquitos  on  or  about  June 
1 .  This  procedure  has  been  used  in  past 
years.  June  1  -  September  1 5  adulti- 
cide  applications  by  ground  equipment 
are  4am  to  8am,  Monday-Friday.  The 
material  used  is  Scourge  SBP-1382  with 
the  active  ingredient  resmethrin. 

For  more  information  contact  the 
project  office  at  (413)  447-9808. 
Infonnation  about  adulticide  applica- 
tion schedules  and  locations  are  avail- 
able after  3:30pm  after  June  1  by  calling 
(413)447-7185. 
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D.A.R.E.  GRADUATES 

Congratulations  to  the  D.A.R.E. 
Class  of  2002.  The  following  students 
successfully  completed  the  Drug 
Abuse  Resistance  Education  program 
at  Mt.  Everett  Regional  High  School. 
Officers  Sheryl  Johnson  and  Susan 
Rathbun  of  the  Sheffield  Police 
Department  worked  with  student 
leaders  to  provide  5  th  graders  with 
ways  to  recognize  and  resist  pressures 
to  experiment  with  drugs  and  vio- 
lence.  Focus  is  given  to  improving 
self-esteem  and   interpersonal  com- 
munication and  decision-making 
skills.  In  addition  to  Chief  James 
McGarry,  who  helped  bring  the 
D.A.R.E.  program  to  the  school, 
District  Attorney  Gerard  Downing 
was  on  hand  for  the  Graduation. 
Graduates  by  class  are  listed  at  right. 


Cole  Billings,  Elizabeth  Candee,  Brandon  Decker,  Kaitlyn  Duerr,  Erica  Erighetto,  Ashley  Glenn,  Mattheu'  Haupt,  Gwendolm 
Kimpel,  Luca  Latmo,  Michaei  Lombardi,  Erica  Lome,  Shamus  MacDonald,  Samuel  Okerstrom-Lang,  Eric  Pepmo,  Anthony  Rossi, 
Amanda  Smith,  Emily  Tucker,  Tyler  Weinstein,  James  Weils;  and  Julia  Andersen,  Chrisopher  Bangs,  Heather  Bernstein,  Rene  Boarman, 
Daisy  DeLacy,  Tyler  Ferrusi,  Chelsea  Foss,  Mathieu  Gmgras,  Clament  Hils,  Alex  Jamieson,  Richard  Janusz,  Harrison  Kilmer,  Paige 
MuTcray.  ]usan  Palano,  Kyle  Pshenishny,  Cayla  Strattman,  Mattheu>  Wells,  Faren  Worthmgton;  and  Shoshanna  Candee,  Claire 
Debmolmo,  Dominic  Frasca,  Henry  Fuore,  Hannah  Guidi,  Evan  Holdredge,  Daniel  Lou>enstem,  Joseph  McSpirria,  Ari  Meyerowitz, 
Shaum  Moody,  Warren  Patterson,  Lauren  Quilty,  Emily  Reardon,  Samaniha  Robarge,  Chance  Rueger,  Christopher  Soules,  fCerri 
Sullivan,  Erica  White;  and  Zachary  Batacchi,  Jordan  Busch,  Brian  Clay,  Gage  Conidm,  Pamela  Crawford,  Andrew  Cross,  Jamie 
Diiryea,  Amy  Fletcher,  Christopher  lues,  Chelsea  Kaplan,  Lmdie  Martin,  Amy  O'Brien,  Anthony  Philips,  Sean  Pontier,  Lillian  Siflc, 
Ned  Torrico,  Colleen  VanDeusen  and  Dustm  Walther 


Rogers  &  Hammerstein's  Pulitzer  Prize-winning  classic. 
A  fresh  look  at  one  of  the  greatest  musicals  of  all  time. 

June  19- July  13 


barrington  stage  company 

413  528-8888 

www.barringtonstageco.org 


Sheffield  Water  Co.,  Inc. 

A  Privately  Owned  Public  Utility 
Serving  Sheffield  Since  1895 


Pure  Water 

Without 
Purification 


1080  S.  Undermountain  Rd. 
P.O.Box  295 
Sheffield,  MA  01257 


Tel./Fax 
413-229-2777 


413.229.0296 

Thaddeus  B.  Kubis 

photography 
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BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN  Exerpts  from  meeting  minutes:  March  4-25 


March  4  -  The  Board  accepted  (with  thanks  for  his  serv- 
ices) the  resignation  of  Todd  Moriarty  from  the  Police 
Department.   It  also  discussed  a  proposal  for  a  pedestrian 
crosswalk  on  Route  7  near  the  Post  Office.  The  appoint- 
ment of  John  Downie  as  a  member  of  the  Planning  Board 
was  unanimously  approved.  A  situation  involving  the 
boarding  of  a  pert  horse  on  property  on  Root  Lane  was 
also  discussed. 

March  14  -  In  an  emergency  meeting,  the  Board  unani- 
mously approved  the  sending  of  a  letter  expressing  its  sup- 
port for  a  grant  submitted  to  Mass  ReLeaf  by  Sheffield 
ReElm  and  Webster-Ingersoll  for  the  planting  of  trees. 
March  18  -  The  Board  unanimously  approved  the 
issuance  of  two  one-day  alcohol  licenses  to  the  Berkshire 
School,  three  highway  opening  permits:  two  on  County 
Road  and  the  third  on  West  Stahl  Road,  and  the  sending 


of  a  letter  to  the  State  requesting  permission  tor  the 
placement  of  three  trailblazing  sign>  showing  the  location 
of  the  Howden  Fann.  The  Board  also  discussed  the  can- 
cellation of  the  2002  Ashley  Falls  Memorial  Hay  Parade. 
March  25  -  A  meeting  of  small  Massachusetts  towns  has 
been  called  by  S.T.A.R.  (Small  Towns  Again-^t 
Repression)  to  restore  cuts  in  State)  payments  in  lieu  of 
taxes  to  most  towns.  The  Board  decided  to  send  a  letter 
endorsing  this  effort  but  expressing  regret  that  Sheffield  is 
unable  to  send  representatives  to  the  meeting.  Also,  the 
Board  approved  the  issuance  of  a  highway  opening  permit 
on  East  Road.  The  meeting  was  adjourned  after  a  discus- 
sion with  Chief  McGarry  about  RAD  (Rape  Aggression 
Defense),  a  self-defense  course  for  women  taught  once  a 
month  by  Officers  Johnson,  Rathbun  and  Farrell  at  Mt. 
Everett  High  School. 


CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 

New  chairperson  &  policy 

Following  the  resignation  of  Shawn 
Cassidy  for  personal  reasons,  the 
Commission  elected  its  most  experi- 
enced member,  Paul  Sullivan,  as 
chairman.   Although  he  has  served 
the  same  length  of  time  as  three  other 
members,  Sullivan  has  many  years  of 
experience  as  an  applicant.   A 
Springfield  native,  Sullivan  moved  his 
realty  and  construction  company  to 
the  Berkshires  from  Cape  Cod  four 
years  ago.  There  is  also  a  new  policy, 
that  no  anonymous  complaints  will  be 
acted  upon.   All  complaints  or  con- 
cerns must  be  in  writing  or  made  in 
person. 

The  Commission  also  recently 
considered  a  Request  for 
Determination  of  Applicability  tor 
Tom  Candee  on  a  property  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Bull  Hill  Road  and  Silver 
Street,  and  a  notice  of  intent  from 
Berkshire  School  for  a  new  waste- 
water treatment  plant. 


TOWN  CLERK 

Dog  licenses 

Dog  licenses  are  still  on  sale  at  the 
Town  Clerk's  office.  Licenses  pur- 
chased on  or  after  May  1,  2002  are: 
$4  neutered/spayed  or  $10  intact  plus 
the  $25  penalty  fee.  No  exceptions. 
You  can  also  get  a  dog  license  by 
mail.  Send  a  current  rabies  infonna- 
tion  form(it  will  be  returned),  a 
stamped,  self-addressed  envelope,  and 
a  check  for  the  above  amount  payable 
to  Town  of  Sheffield,  P.O.  Box  175 
Sheffield,  MA  01257-0175. 

PLANNING  BOARD 

Permits  granted 

A  special  permit,  with  conditions 
on  lighting  and  landscape  screen- 
ing, was  granted  to  Mic  Tan 
Properties  for  construction  of  a 
cold  storage,  mini  storage  building 
on  Rte.  7,  next  to  their  existing 
facility.  The  board  also  signed  ott 
on  a  Form  A  (approval  not 
required)  plan  for  Rodney  Ruane 
for  a  single  dwelling  on  the  north 
side  of  West  Stahl  Rd. 


TAX  COLLECTOR 

Tax  bills  due 

Did  you  remember  to  pay  your  real- 
estate  taxes  May  1  ? 

Preliminary  tax  bills  for  fiscal  year 
2003  will  be  out  at  the  end  of  June 
with  payments  due  August  1  and 
November  1,  2002. 


cIfie  Tncfianted  Jforist 


pr  Main  Street 

Canaan,  Connecticut  06018 

S60.824.8m 

Delivery  A  vailable 

in  South  County 

Jude  'Kent  'Barbara  Morgan 
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SHEFFIELD  ASSOCIATION 
EXPANDS  BOARD 

The  Sheffield  Association,  which  pro- 
duces the  Sheffield  Tunes  and  is  the  coor- 
dinator tor  the  September  Sheffield  in 
Celebration  week,  elected  new  members 
to  its  board  at  its  April  7  meeting.  The 
new  board  members  are: 

Berry  Chopin,  retired  from  the  post 
office,  co-founded  the  Chapin  Tree  farm 
and  is  active  in  the  Sheffield  Historical 
Society  as  Director  of  the  Mark  Dewey 
Research  Center. 

Nancy  Elliott  works  part-time  at  the 
Sheffield  Library  and  is  active  in  com- 
munity affairs  including  the  Zoning 
Board  of  Appeals  and  the  Southern 
Berkshire  Friends  (Quakers)  organiza- 
tion. She  is  a  past  president  of  the 
League  of  Women  Voters. 

Julie  Hannum  is  coordinator  for  the 
Tech  Prep  initiative  at  Berkshire 
Community  College  serving  Berkshire 
County  high  school  students.  She  is 
Moderator  and  Deacon  for  Old  Parish 
Church,  chairperson  of  the  Bushnell- 
Sage  Board  of  Library  Trustees,  and  a 
member  of  School  Council  at  Mt. 
Everett  High  School . 

Don  Ward  works  in  the  Ward's 
Nursery  family  business.  He  serves  on 
the  finance  committee  of  the  Sheffield 
Land  Trust,  and  the  Tanglewood 
Business  Friends  Committee,  and  is  past 
president  of  the  Southern  Berkshire 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 

John  Wightman  is  a  retired  United 
Church  of  Christ  minister,  serves  on  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Sheffield  Land 
Trust,  and  is  a  staff  writer  for  the 
Sheffield  Times. 

The  overall  objective  of  the 
Sheffield  Association  is  to  enhance  the 
sense  of  community  in  Sheffield  and  pro- 
mote communication  between  commu- 
nity members,  within  and  outside  of 
Sheffield.  Additional  programs  were  also 
discussed. 


THE  NEW,  OLD  STONE  STORE 

The  Old  Stone  Store,  a  circa  1834  build- 
ing on  the  Sheffield  Green,  whose  reno- 
vation over  the  last  eight  months  has 
been  overseen  by  the  Sheffield  Historical 
Society,  will  open  by  early  summer.  This 
unique  stone  structure,  the  oldest  com- 
mercial building  in  town,  sits  directly  in 
front  of  the  19th-century  Town  Hall  and 
adjacent  to  the  18th-century 
Congregational  meetinghouse. 

The  store  will  be  used  as  an  exhibit 
space,  information  center,  and  museum  for 
the  Sheffield  area,  providing  a  place  for 
residents  and  visitors  to  learn  about  con- 
temporary and  historic  Sheffield  and 
Ashley  Falls. 

Built  of  stone  from  the  Hewin's  quarry 
on  Hewins  Street  and  constructed  by  the 
Ensigns  (the  same  family  that  built  the 
town  hall  and  the  covered  bridge  that 
once  spanned  the  Housatonic  at  Covered 
Bridge  Lane)  the  store  has  led  a  varied 
life.  It  once  housed  the  town's  first  tele- 
graph office,  billiard  hall  and  barbershop 
and  was  a  venue  for  illegal  liquor  sales  in 
the  19th-century.  It  housed  town  offices,  a 
harness  shop,  drug  store,  meat  market, 
millinery  shop,  and  a  fish,  clam  and  oyster 
establishment. 

Older  residents  will  recall  it  as  Millie 
Smith's  first  home  when  she  came  to 
Sheffield,  and  others  will  remember 
Kersey's  Market  where  Santi  Gulotta  sold 
produce  50  years  ago.  More  recently,  it 
was  a  package  store  owned  by  Charles  and 
Mary  Voos  and  then  Doug  and  Mary 
Bauman,  who  added  Mary's  Place,  a  popu- 
lar lunch  spot.  Before  the  renovation,  it 
was  the  Mystery  Cafe,  operated  by  Jo 
Grossman.  The  property  subsequently 
came  under  the  ownership  of  Berkshire 
Bank  and  finally  was  sold  to  the  Sheffield 
Historical  Society  which  is  overseeing  the 
renovations,  and  still  raising  funds. 

For  more  information  on  how  to  con- 
tibute  contact  Catherine  Miller  at:  229- 
8668. 


A  surprise  connection 

Some  years  after  she  moved  to 
Sheffield  in  1971 ,  Catherine  Miller  dis- 
covered quite  by  accident  that  her 
family  was  indirectly  connected  with 
the  very  building  the  Sheffield 
Historical  Society  is  currently  commit- 
ted to  restoring.  Catherine's  great- 
great-great  grandfather  George  Ensign 
was  a  nephew  of  Eli  Ensign,  who  built 
the  Old  Stone  Store  in  the  1 830s  and 
a  cousin  of  Richard  and  Edward  Ensign 
who  sold  "dry  goods,  groceries  and 
Hard-ware"  there.  Eli  served  as  post- 
master at  Sheffield's  first  post  office, 
which  was  probably  located  in  the 
hotel  that  stood  on  the  site  of  the 
Gulottas'  Mobil  station. 

Catherine  first  learned  of  the  con- 
nection during  a  visit  to  the  grave  of 
her  great-great  grandmother,  Mary  Ann 
Ensign  (1827-1892),  in  Scottsville, 
N.Y,  in  the  1970s.  She  saw  George 
Ensign's  headstone,  which  said  he  had 
been  bom  in  Sheffield.  Although  it  is 
unclear  how  much  time  George  Ensign 
actually  spent  in  Sheffield,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  Catherine  Miller  is  historical- 
ly connected  to  the  Old  Stone  Store! 

-Ellen  Rowntree 


&RAABE 

GLASSWORKS 


EXPERIENCE  THE  ART  OF 
GLASSBLOWING. 

SEETHE 

ARTISTS 

AT  WORK. 

VISIT  THE 

EXCLUSIVE 

GLASS  GALLERY. 

Clair  Raabe  & 

Stephen  Fellerman 

invite  you  to  view  our 

internationally  acclaimed  art. 

Open  Daily  10-6 

(413)229-8533 

Fellerman-raabe.com 

534  South  Main  St. 

Sheffield.  MA 
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NEW  SHOP  IN  SHEFFIELD 

Bits  and  Pieces,  Sheffield's  newest  gift  shop  at  1 16  Main 
Street,  specializes  in  both  old  and  new  rustic  country  items. 
Located  in  the  building  that  was  originally  the  old  post 
office,  it  was  most  recently  the  home  of  Good  and 
Hutchinson  Antiques.  When  Wendy  Harvey  opened  Bits 
and  Pieces  in  December  2001,  she  kept  some  o{  the  unique 
features  of  the  old  store,  including  the  pressed  tin  ceiling 
and  the  old  moldings. 

Entering  the  store,  the  shopper  is  greeted  by  the  fra- 
grance of  candles  and  dried  flower  anangements.  Ms. 
Harvey  has  filled  her  store  with  distinctive  objects  hand- 
crafted by  artists  from  the  Berkshires  and  around  the  coun- 
try. On  the  tables,  walls,  racks  and  floor  there  are  hand- 
made game  boards,  hiking  sticks,  Italian  pottery,  European 
handcarts  and  windbells.  Such  things  as  reproductions  of 
the  "courting  candle"  need  to  have  their  use  explained  by 
the  ever-cheerful  Ms.  Harvey.  This  candle  holder  allows 
only  a  specific  length  of  candle  to  be  burned  at  a  time.  In 
days  gone  by,  a  cautious  parent  would  raise  the  candle  to 
the  desired  height  and  when  it  had  burned  down,  it  was 
time  for  the  boyfriend,  who  came  courting,  to  go  home. 


Bits  &  Pieces  Antiques  Shop  on  Main  Street  in  Sheffield. 

Ms.  Harvey  indicates  that  she  hopes  to  continuously 
include  new  items  so  that  shoppers  will  look  forward  to 
coming  in  to  find  that  unusual  country  piece. 

— Judith  Schumer 


Sheffield  Historic  Society  publishes  new  work  on  local  history! 

Early  Life  in  Sheffield,  Berkshire  County,  Massachusetts: 
A  Portrait  of  Its  Ordinary  People  from  Settlement  to  1860 

by  James  Miller, 

draws  heavily  on  personal  journals,  diaries,  letters,  account  books  and  public  records  found  in  Society  and  town  archives  with  additional 
material  from  selected  public  and  private  collections.  The  bulk  of  these  sources  was  previously  untapped,  unknown  or  thought  to  be  lost. 
Using  the  pattern  of  daily  life,  the  dominant  theme  is  18th  and  19th  century  family-centered  agriculture  and  the  related  activities  and  problems 
associated  with  it.  Household  manufacturing,  bartering,  family  financial  accounts,  crops,  animals  and  tools  are  discussed  in  turn.  In  addition 
to  the  agricultural  theme,  many  of  the  problems  and  uncertainties  encountered  by  people  regardless  of  occupation,  residence  or  life's  station 
are  examined  through  individual,  family  and  group  experiences  derived  largely  from  original  sources  in  the  Society's  collections. 
Transportation  and  migration,  material  culture,  water  powered  mills  and  other  businesses,  religion,  health  issues  including  biological  warfare, 
education,  poverty,  crime,  slavery,  racism  and  other  injustices  come  under  examination  in  this  western  Massachusetts  town  from  the  late  17th 
century  to  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War. 

Early  Sheffield  Life  contains  the  names  of  rural  housewives  and  their  husbands  and  children — or  local  rogues — and  few  of  the  town's  offi- 
cials or  wealthy  citizens.     (Hardbound,  152  pp.,  biblio.,  index.) 


Name 


Place  your 

book  order 

now 


(Books  shipped  after  July  1.) 

copy  (ies)  @  $22.50    _ 


Address 


Prepublication  price  until 

May  31  is  $22.50.  unci  after  that  dale.  $27.50. 

Mailing  and  handling.  $5  first 
book,  $2  each  additional. 


Phone 


Total 


Send  order  and  payment  to  Sheffield  Historical  Society,  P.O.  Box  747,  Sheffield,  MA  01257- 
0747.    Phone:413-229-2694.  Email:  shs@sheirieldhistorN.org 
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SCOUT  NEWS 

Sheffield  Cub  Scout  Pack  28 

The  annual  Blue  and  Gold  Dinner 
was  held  on  Feb  8,  celebrating  the 
anniversary  of  scouting.  The 
evening  included  a  potluck,  awards 
presentations  and  entertainment  by 
Bowey  the  Clown. 

The  annual  Pinewood  Derby 
took  place  on  March  16.   Each  scout 
starts  with  a  block  of  wood,  which 
with  some  hard  work  and  imagina- 
tion turns  it  into  a  racecar.  Amber 
Martin  set  the  mood  for  the  race  by 
singing  the  Star  Spangled  Banner. 
The  winners  of  the  double  elimina- 
tion tournament  from  first  to  third 
were:  Tigers:  Richard  Hill,  Aaron  - 
Martin,  Erik  Derwitsch;  Wolves: 
Demitri  Casivant,  Nick  Joyce,  Colby 
Rueger;  Bears:   Matthew  Willig, 
Sam  Blanchard,  Garret  Dagruel; 
Webelos:  Justin  Palmer,  Eric  Bassett, 
Jacob  Raifstanger. 

Justin  Palmer  won  the  overall 
Grand  Champion  trophy  for  the  day. 
All  the  winners  advanced  to  the 
District  Pinewood  Derby  on  April  6, 
where  Demitri  Casivant  placed  third 
in  the  Wolf  division. 

Congratulations  to  all  for  a  great 
effort! 

The  Cub  Scouts  and  their  par- 
ents were  up  bright  and  early  the 
next  morning  for  the  annual 
Pancake  Breakfast,  serving  about 
200  people. 

The  annual  Cub  Scouts  Rabies 
Clinic  took  place  on  April  6,  with 
48  cats  and  dogs  receiving  vaccina- 
tions from  Billmar  Veterinary 
Clinic. 

Pack  28  would  like  to  thank 
everyone  for  supporting  Cub 
Scouting  in  our  community. 
Proceeds  will  be  used  towards  pack 
activities  including  summer  camp  at 
the  Chesterfield  Reservation. 
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SHEFFIELD  KIWANIS 
CLUB  NEWS 

A  crew  of  energetic  carpenters  and 
helpers  has  completed  the  interior  reno- 
vation of  the  Kiwanis  Club's  food  trailer. 
The  "diner"  floor  plan  has  been  changed 
drastically  with  new  electrical  wiring, 
refrigeration,  stove  and  storage  units. 

The  debut  of  the  new  vending 
wagon  took  place  at  French  Park  in 
North  Egremont  on  April  20  at  the 
Kiwanis  Little  League  Pre-Season 
Tournament.  The  club  is  grateful  to 
members  Steve  Shmulsky,  Jim 
Collingwood,  Paul  Moritz  Jr.,  Rick 
Millette,  Dave  Johnson  and  others  who 
spent  many  weekend  hours  over  the 
winter  completing  the  job. 

Little  League 

Cindy  Wolfe,  chairman  of  the  Kiwanis 
Little  League  program,  notes  that  regis- 
tration and  practices  went  well,  prior  to 
the  opening  "tourney"  April  20-21.  The 
regular  season  will  continue  through  the 
end  of  June,  culminating  in  the  All-Star 
Game.  Kiwanis  has  eight  major  league 
teams,  eight  minor  league  squads,  and  a 
T-ball  group,  all  with  uniforms,  proper 
equipment,  and  dedicated  coaches. 

Summerfest  plans 

Kiwanis  will  again  participate  in 
Summerfest,  the  festival  on  Main  Street 


in  Great  Barrington  on  June  15,  together 
with  Hospice  Care,  Southern  Berkshire 
Elderly  Transportation  and  Children's 
Heath  Program.  Dick  Goodwin,  Jane 
Green,  Hilda  Banks  Shapiro,  and  Joe 
Todd  are  the  club's  representatives  on 
the  Summerfest  Organizing  Committee. 
The  location  of  some  of  the  food,  music 
and  dance  stages  are  changing  to  provide 
for  better  visibility  and  there  will  be  a 
performance  inside  St.  James  and  the 
Congregational  Church.  New  T-shirts, 
from  Blue  Point  Design  in  Sheffield,  will 
be  on  sale  in  front  of  the  Gt.  Barrington 
Post  Office  starting  June  1,  and  at  Gret's 
Magick  hair  salon  in  Sheffield.  Nearly 
every  Kiwanis  club  member  and  family 
volunteers  to  work  this  festival. 

Golf  tournament  plans 

The  Golf  Tournament  Committee  hopes 
to  make  the  June  21  event  our  best  ever! 
They  have  significantly  increased  the 
sponsor  mailing  list  and  have  estimated 
at  least  30  teams  will  register.  More 
"extra"  contests  are  on  tap,  with  food 
and  drink  available  all  day  long.  The 
Friday  Greens  outing  ends  with  a  buffet 
supper  and  the  raffle  drawings  at  the 
Egremont  Country  Club.  For  more 
information,  contact  a  committee  mem- 
ber: Dave  Smith,  Fred  and  Cathy 
Finkle,  Dave  Pottle  and  Sandra  and 
Dennis  Hankey 

— Richard  Goodwin 


Berkshire  County  Properties,  Inc. 

48  Main  Street,  P.O.  Box  277  •  S.  Egremont,  MA  01258 

MARY  ALICE  WELCH 
Broker  Associate 


Office  413-528-3340 
Fax  413-528-3899 


Residence  413-229-7776 
E-mail:  cprop@bcn.net 
Voice  mail  ext.  1 5 


Historical  Society  events  for  May  &  June 


The  Early  History  of  the  Brush  Hill  Sawmill"  with  James  Miller, 
Friday,  May  10,  7:30pm,  Dewey  Memorial  Hall,  free.  Find  out 
more  about  the  sawmill  profiled  in  the  last  issue  of  the 
Sheffield  Times.  Open  to  the  public. 

Tour  of  three  Sheffield  historic  industrial  sites,  Saturday, 
May  1 1 ,  beginning  at  9am.  The  sites:  the  Brush  Hill  Sawmill; 
the  long-gone  Marble  paper  mill  of  Doten,  Mansfield  and  Root 
on  the  Mill  Pond  at  Cook  Road;  and  the  Smith  Quarry  in 
Ashley  Falls,  now  a  private  residence.   The  tour,  by  private 
automobile,  will  start  at  SHS  headquarters  on  Main  Street  and 
last  about  two  hours.   Space  is  limited  and  advanced  registra- 
tion is  suggested.   Participants  should  wear  sturdy  shoes  and 
be  able  to  do  some  walking  over  irregular  terrain.   Rain  date: 
May  12,  1pm. 

Outing  to  Wadsworth  Atheneum  in  Hartford.  Wednesday, 
May  15,  leaving  Sheffield  at  8:45am.  A  one-hour  guided  tour 
of  the  Wallace  Nutting  collection  of  early  American  furniture 
and  several  period  rooms  and  American  paintings  followed  by 
lunch  in  the  museum  restaurant,  and  an  hour  or  so  to  wander 
other  galleries.  Return  to  Sheffield  by  4pm.  If  enough  people 


sign  up,  we'll  hire  a  Massini  bus  and  go  in  style.  Call  Joanne 
Huribut  in  the  SHS  office  (229-2694)  by  May  1 0  to  make 
reservations.  $30  per  person;  $35  for  nonmembers.  Lunch  a 
la  carte. 

Annual  Meeting,  June  14,  7:30pm  in  Dewey  Memorial 
Hall.  Celebrate  the  30th  Anniversary  of  the  SHS.  Free. 

Wednesday  afternoons  in  June — free  for  Berkshire 
County  residents!  Tour  the  1 774  Dan  Raymond  House  from  1 
to  4pm.   Discover  the  lifestyle  of  our  Revolutionary  founders 
and  hear  the  tale  of  a  Sheffield  Loyalist. 

Historical  Society  Hours 

The  Historical  Society  office  is  open  from  10am  to  4pm, 
Monday  through  Friday,  and  tours  of  the  Dan  Raymond 
House  are  available  by  appointment.   The  Mark  Dewey 
Research  Center  is  open  Monday  and  Friday  from  1 :30  to 
4pm  and  by  appointment.   For  further  information  on 
Society  programs,  contact  the  Sheffield  Historical  Society, 
159-161  Main  Street,  P.O.  Box  747,  Sheffield,  MA  01257, 
(413)  229-2694  or  email  at  shs@sheffieldhistory.org. 


www.precision-auto.  com 

Collision  Damage  Specialists 

Quality  Auto  Repair  Since  1978 

Services  Include: 


o  Lifetime  Collision  Repair  &  PPG 
Paint  Guarantees 

o  All  Makes  &  Models  Including  BMW, 
Mercedes-Benz,  Acura,  Nissan  etc. 

°  Computerized  Laser  Frame  and 
Unibody  Measuring  Systems 

o  Member  Better  Business  Bureau 


o  Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 


B 


413-528-1457   •    1-800-734-1457 


MASS.  LICENSED  REPAIR  SHOP  /RS1006  •  BONDED  IN  MASS. 


S.  of  Gt.  Barrington  On  Rt  7  -  1939  No.  Main  St.  Sheffield 
FAX  413-528-0186 


Master  License 

#A9383 


Fully  Insured 
30  Years  Experience 


Joe  Seward 
&  Sons,  Inc. 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

-  Residential  -  Commercial 
-  Industrial 

•New  Construction 

•  Landscape  Lighting  •  Renovations 

•  Modular  Homes 

(413)229-2561  /  229-3043 
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EXPERIENCE  SHAY'S  REBELLION  &  HERITAGE  FAIR 


On  May  4,  10am'2pm.  You  can 

experience  Shay's  Rebellion  -  215 
years  later!  This  uprising  of  rebel- 
lious farmers  (ending  in  1787)  is  the 
focus  of  this  year's  Heritage  Fair  at 
Mt.  Everett  Regional  High  School. 
See  a  reenactment,  learn  about  the 
history,  visit  the  monument  here  in 
Sheffield  where  history  was  made 
(trips  run  every  hour),  and  more. 

Historians  will  be  on  hand,  some 
fully  uniformed  as  Revolutionary 
War  soldiers  and  local  troops,  to 
share  their  knowledge  of  the 
Rebellion  and  other  aspects  of  our- 
shared  heritage  along  the 
Housatonic  River.   Displays  of 
books,  memorabilia,  maps,  period 
clothing  and  artifacts  are  expected 


to  help  bring  the  early  history  of  our 
area  alive. 

Those  wishing  to  share  their 
own  pieces  of  some  public  or  per- 
sonal aspect  of  our  shared  cultural, 
industrial,  military,  political  or 
social  history  are  encouraged  to  do 
so.   Arrange  to  share  or  bring  a 
table. 

This  event  is  sponsored  by  The 
Tri-Corners  History  Council, 
Housatonic  Heritage  and  the 
National  Park  Service.   For  more 
information,  call  the  Sheffield 
Historical  Society  at  229-2694- 


FRIENDLY  UNION  NEWS 

FBI  Lecture,  pancake  breakfast 

Do  you  want  to  know  more  about 
the  FBI  ?  Christa  Stanton  and  some 
of  her  colleagues  will  give  us  an 
inside  peek  at  the  workings  of  the 
FBI.  Friday,  May  3  at  7:30pm  at 
Dewey  Hall. 

Treat  your  Dad  to  the  best  pan- 
cakes in  town  served  by  the  nicest 
people  in  town.  The  Friendly 
Union's  annual  pancake  breakfast  is 
on  Fathers'  Day,  June  16,  8-1  lam. 
We  will  be  serving  regular  or  blue- 
berry pancakes  with  home-grown 
Sheffield  fruit. 

Enjoy  a  potluck  supper  and  the 
Annual  Meeting  on  May  17,  6:30pm. 
Bring  your  favorite  dish  and  place  set- 
ting. All  are  welcome. 


am 

Sh/ffie! 


Fridays 
4  to  7 

center 
of  town 

Opening  Day: 
May  10 

Mothers'  Day 
Weekend 

Special  Event: 

Local  Crafts  & 
Garden  Soil  Testing 

*New  Farms  &  Vendors 
«» Produce,  Plants  & 
Specialty  Goods 
***Buy  Locally  Grown! 


SPECIALISTS 


Since  1970  Servicing  Imported  Automobiles 

Sales  •  Service  •  Rentals 


jim's  m 


Approved 
Auto  Repair 


Full  Service 
Repair  Facility! 


35  Railroad  Street,  Canaan,  CT 
860-824-7009 
800-229-8473 
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AGRICULTURAL 
INTERNSHIPS 

Students  at  Mount  Everett  Regional 
High  School  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  find  out  where  food  comes  from  by 
actually  working  on  a  farm  or  related 
business  in  the  area.  The  Sheffield 
Land  Trust  and  Mt.  Everett  Regional 
High  School  are  developing  an  agri- 
cultural internship  program  for  juniors 
and  seniors  in  cooperation  with  local 
farmers. 

The  internship  opportunities  can 
provide  students  with  a  working  knowl- 
edge of  various  aspects  of  farming,  the 
role  of  area  farms  in  food  and  fiber  pro- 
duction, and  an  introduction  to  the 
effect  of  area  agricultural  enterprises  in 
the  local  economy.  During  the  semes- 
ter-long program,  students  will  work 
under  the  guidance  of  a  mentor  farmer. 

Possible  areas  of  study  include 
orchard  management,  dairy  production, 
growing  and  marketing  vegetables, 
composting,  forestry,  llama  husbandry, 
fiber  production,  maple  sugaring,  and 
equine  care.  Placements  will  be  found 
in  accordance  with  students'  interests, 
talents,  and  personal  goals.  Berkshire 
County  can  offer  opportunities  in 
organic  as  well  as  conventional  produc- 
tion, traditional  or  highly  mechanized 
operations,  and  production  of  unusual 
and  "gourmet"  products.  Alternative 
approaches  might  include  oral  history 
recordings  and  visual  arts  projects  in 
drawing,  photography,  or  video. 

Brochures  about  the  program  are 
available  in  the  high  school  guidance 
office.  To  find  out  more,  contact  David 
Pottle  or  Scott  Farrell  at  Mt.  Everett 
High  School  or  Dominic  Palumbo  at 
229-3092  or  Ann  Hanchett  at  528- 
0374  with  the  Sheffield  Land  Trust. 
Registration  for  the  fall  2002  semester 
is  currently  underway.  Registration  for 
the  spring  2003  internship  will  take 
place  in  the  fall. 


ACTIVITIES  AT  BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE 


Spring  wildflower  walks  at  the  Cobble. 
Sunday  afternoons,  April  21  through 
May  26,  2  to  3pm.  Members:  adult  $3. 
child  (6-16)  $1 .  Non-members:  adult  $6, 
child  $2. 

Natural-history  canoe  trip  on  the 
Housatonic  River  with  a  naturalist. 
Sundays,  June  through  August  except 
June  30,  9am  to  12  noon.  We  provide 
the  canoes.  Wear  appropriate  clothing, 
and  bring  binoculars.  Pre-registration 
required.  Members:  adult  $15,  child  (10- 
16)  $10.  Nonmembers:  adult  $25,  child 
$15. 

Canoe  trip  with  Regional  Ecologist 
Don  Reid,  Saturday,  June  8,  6-9pm. 
See  wildlife  in  the  evening.  We  provide 
the  canoes.  Wear  appropriate  clothing, 
and  bring  binoculars.  Pre-registration 
required.  Members:  adult  $15,  child  (10- 
16)  $10.  Nonmembers:   adult  $25.  Child 
(10-16)  $15.  Special:  The  $25  fee  for 
one  adult  will  be  applied  toward  a  $60 
annual  family  membership  with  the 


Trustees  of  Reservations. 

Ferns  at  Bartholomew's  Cobble, 
Sundays.  June  9  through  July  14  except 
June  30,  2  to  3:30pm.  Come  see  the 
Cobble's  famous  ferns  and  learn  how  to 
identify  different  species.  Members: 
free.  Nonmembers:  adult  $6.  child  (10- 
1 6)  $2. 

Life  in  a  beaver  pond — an  evening 
stroll  with  Don  Reid,  Saturday,  June  22, 
6-8pm.  Members:  free.  Nonmembers: 
adult  $6.  child  (6-16)  $2. 

The  Housatonic  River  and  its  water- 
shed for  young  naturalists  (ages  8  and 
up),  Tuesday,  July  9,  1 :30to  3:30pm.  Pre- 
registration  required.  Members:  $6. 
Nonmembers:  $10. 

Special  Event  - 
Sunday,  June  30 

Raptors  with  master  falconer  Jonathan 
Wood,  Sunday,  June  30.  Call  for  start 
time.  Members:  free.  Nonmembers: 
Adults  $5.  child  (up  to  16)  free. 


HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

Party  &  book  signing 

The  Sheffield  Historical  Society  will 
host  a  Summer  Garden  Party  on 
Saturday,  June  29,  from  3  to  6pm  at 
the  General  John  Ashley  house  on 
Rannapo  Road.   Cocktails,  non- 
alcoholic beverages  and  hors  d'oeu- 
vres  will  be  served.   "Early  Sheffield 
Life,  Berkshire  County, 
Massachusetts:  A  Portrait  of  Its 


Ordinary  People  from  Settlement  to 
1860"  will  be  available  for  the  first 
time  and  author  James  Miller  will 
sign  copies.  Tickets  are  $25  per  per- 
son.  Call  229-2694  for  reservations. 

Buy  Local! 

Most  of  our  advertisers  are  local 

businesses.   Visit  them  and  tell 

them  you  read  about  them  in  the 

Sheffield  Times. 


Sheffield's  only  radio  station 

salutes 
Sheffield's  only  newspaper! 

WBSL  91. 7  FM 
The  voice  of  Berkshire  School 

6:45-7:45  weekday  mornings  •  6-11  weekday  and  Sunday  evenings 

www.  berkshireschool.  org 
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REAL  ESTATE  TRANSFERS 

February 

Sr.  to  Raymond  J.  Dunn,  Jr.,  property  at  801 

703  Polikoff  Rd,  $215,000. 

1 

Michael  A.  &  Suzanne  L.  Ward  to  Adres 

Clayton,  Rd,  Transfer. 

13 

Gregory  R.  Gowey  Trustee  of  the  Hilltown 

Flavio  Lichtenthal,  property  at  364 

20 

Sandra  A  Waugh  Rooney  to  Arthur  Rooney, 

Nominee  Trust  to  Christopher  L  Streeter, 

Silver  St,  370.000. 

proerty  at  454  Sheffield  Plain,  less  than  $100. 

property  at  523  Alum  Hill  Rd.  $1 19,000. 

1 

Vencent  J.  Cuticello  &  Thomas  P.  Lunch  to 

22 

Phyllis  H.  Joyce  to  Phyllis  H.  Joyce  & 

14 

Nichaolas  J.  &  Laurie  B.  Pshenishny  & 

Michael  P.  Citrin  &  Tracy  D.  Mack,  property 

Melissa  Joyce,  property  at  203  County  Rd, 

Richard  C.  Wuori  to  Richard  C.  Wuori,  prop- 

at 1 135  Ashley  Falls   Rd.  $210,000 

Transfer. 

erty  at  Home  Rd,  Truansfer. 

5 

Richard  B  &  Dawn  N.  Atwood  Jr.  to 

22 

Karen  A.  Ruane  to  Brian  K.  Deland.  Jr., 

14 

Nicholas  J.  &  Laurie  B.  Pshenishny  &  Richard 

Christopher  J.  &  Juliet  A.  Long,  property  at 

property  at  199  East  Stahl  Rd,  $84,000. 

C  Wuori  to  Nicholas  J.  &  Laurie  B. 

Old  Joe  Rd,  $75,000. 

22 

Barbara  M.  Putnam  to  Thomas  A.  Gage, 

Pshenishny.  property  at  Home  Rd,  Transfer. 

7 

Brian  W  &  Michelle  M.  Palmer  to  Edward  G. 

proerty  at  1419  North  Mam  St,  $130,000. 

15 

Helen  Young  Jaffe  to  Rodney  J.  &  Karen  A 

McCormick  property  at  170  Rannapo  Rd, 

26 

Elaine  &  Harvey  Herman,  Trustees  of  the 

Ruane,  property  at  82  West  Stahl  Rd, 

Transfer. 

Elaine  Herman  Revocable  Trust  to  The 

$525,000. 

7 

Edward  G  McCormick  to  Michelle  M. 

Nature  Conservancy,  property  at  South 

15 

Diane  T.  Goodnow  to  Edward  B.  Goodnow, 

Palmer,  property  at  1 70  Rannapo  Rd, 

Undermountain  Road.  $375,000. 

property  at  576  Sheffield  Plain,  $195,000. 

Transfer. 

27 

Shawne  &  Norman  Cooper  &  Marilyn  Isaacs 

19 

The  Nature  Conservancy  to  The 

11 

Phyllis  W.  Pickert  &  Daniel  A  Watson  to 

Cooper  to  Beatrice  A.  Noble,  property  at 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  (DFW). 

Daniel  A.  Watson,  property  at  1609  County 

414  Bow  Wow  Rd,  $385,000. 

property  at  S  Undermountain  Rd.,  $38,000. 

Rd,  transfer. 

28 

Nichalas  J.  &  Laurie  Beth  Pshenishny  to 

21 

Shirley  Benowitz  &  Mildred  Finkelstein  to 

12 

Institute  of  World  Affairs  to  Colonial 
Restorations  &  Reproductions,  LLC.  proper- 

Arthur R.  &  Tammy  L.  Mathieu.  Jr.  property 
at  94  Pike  Rd  West,  $270,000. 

Shirley  Bendwitz,  property  at  Bow  Wow 
Transfer. 

Rd, 

ty  at  Coooper  Hill  Rd,  Corrective  Deed.  $1 

March 

21 

Shirley  Benowitz  to  Shirley  Benowitz  & 

13 

Paul  S.  Batacchi.  Jr.  to  Paul  S.  Batacchi,  II  & 

3 

Richard  P.  &  Helen  E.  Johnston  to  Nicholas 

Mildred  Finkelstein,  property  at  Bow  Wow 

Lisa  Batacchi  property  at  775  Salisbury  Rd, 

J.  &  Laurie  B.  Pshenishny  &  Richard  C. 

Rd.  Transfer. 

Transfer. 

Wuori.  property  at  Home  Rd,  $85,000. 

21 

Amy  Claydon  to  Anthony  R.  &  Kimberty  A. 

14 

Lome  Owens-Maus  to  Patrice  C.  Dean, 

6 

A.  Wesley  &  Elizabeth  G.  Petersen  to 

Bleau,  property  at  East  Stahl  Rd,  $30,000. 

property  at  24  Cactus  St.  $25,000. 

Elizabeth  G.  Petersen,  property  at  329  Silver 

25 

Richard  L.  &  Barbara  M.  Stover  to  Custom 

15 

Armand  L.  Ferron.  Jr.  &  Harold  D.  Hayes  to 

St,  Transfer. 

Extrusion.  Inc.,  property  at  Home  Rd,  $100,000. 

LCS  Property.  LLC,  property  at  46  Elm  Ct. 

8 

Madalene  C.  Ohman  to  Conrad  C.  Ohman. 

26 

Mildred  A  Shmulsky  &  Horace  R.  Tatsapaugh,  to 

$365,000. 

property  at  753  Clayton  Rd,  Transfer. 

Eleanor  F.  Whitehouse,  property  at  203  Canaan 

19 

Raymond  J.  Dunn.  Jr.  &  Raymond  J.  Dunn, 

12 

Glenn  J.  Soper  to  Joan  Pezzano,  property  at 

Rd,  $90,000. 

%♦.» 


Hill 
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SANDRA  PRE STON  REAL  ESTATE 

Massachusetts,  Connecticut  &  New  York  Properties 


Our  office  on  Route  7,  in  the  part  of  Sheffield  known 
as  "'The  Plain,"  is  a  lovely  two-and-a-half-story  Early 
Greek  Revival  with  five  bay  front  and  eyebrow  win- 
dows set  into  a  deep  cornice  under  a  hip  roof.  Heavy 
corner  pilasters  and  a  south  funeral  door  are  distinct 
features  of  this  building  which  was  built  as  a  residence 
m  ca.  1825  by  Return  E.Jones. 


P.O.  Box  688,  Rte.  7,  Sheffield,  Ma.  01257 
(413)229-2077  Fax  (413)229-3100 
Sandra  Preston,  Broker,  GRI,  CRS 


Click  here 
www.  berkshirebank.  com 

for 

Internet  Banking  •  Online  Bill  Payment 
Insurance  Quotes  •  Online  Investing 


BfmmBank 


103  North  Main  Street 

Sheffield,  MA 

(413)229-8516 
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May 

3  "The  FBI"  with  Christa  Stanton,  Dewey  Hall,  7:30pm  (p.20) 

4  Shays  Rebellion  &  Heritage  Fair,  Mt.  Everett  High  School,  10am-2pm  (p.20) 
6        Annual  Town  Meeting,  Mt  Everett  High  School,  7pm 

10      Farmers'  Market  Opening  Day,  Old  Parish  parking  lot,  3-7pm  (p.6) 

1 0  "The  Early  History  of  the  Bush  Hill  Saw  Mill"  with  Jim  Miller,  Dewey  Hall, 
7:30pm,  (p.  19) 

11  Oil  &  Paint  Waste  Collection,  Gt.  Barrington  Recycling  Center,  9am-noon,  pre- 

register  (p.13) 

1 1  Tour  -  Historic  Sheffield  Industrial  Sites,  Sheffield  Historical  Society,  9am(p.  1 9) 

12  MOTHERS  DAY 

13  Town  Elections,  Town  Hall,  9am-7pm 

1 5  Tour  -  Wadsworth  Atheneum  in  Hartford,  leaves  from  Sheffield  Historical 

Society,  8:45am  (p.  19) 

1 7  Friendly  Union  Annual  Meeting  &  Potluck  Supper  (bring  your  favorite  dish  & 

place  settings  -  all  welcome),  Dewey  Hall,  6:30pm  (p.20) 

1 8  WIC  Community  Baby  Shower  -  free  information  &  samples,  Children's  Health 

Program,  54  Castle  St,  Gt.  Barrington,  1 1am-1pm 
23      Oil  &  Paint  Waste  Collection,  Otis  Transfer  Station,  3-6pm,  pre-register  (p.  1 3) 
25      "Helper  Cow"  book  signing,  Library,  10am  (p.13) 
27      MEMORIAL  DAY 

27  Memorial  Day  Parades  in  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls 

31       Berkshire  Children's  Chorus  Concert,  Mahaiwe  Theater,  7pm  (p.  1 0) 

June 

1  Oil  &  Paint  Waste  Collection,  Lenox  DPW,  9am-noon,  pre-register  (p.  1 3) 

2  Sheffield  in  Celebration  planning  meeting,  Library,  1pm  (p.  12) 

8        Household  Hazardous  Waste  Collection,  Lee  DPW,  9am- 1  pm,  pre-register, 
(p.13) 

14  Sheffield  Historical  Society  Annual  Meeting,  Dewey  Hall,  7:30pm  (p.  19) 

15  Summerfest,  Gt.  Barrington  (p.  18) 

16  FATHER'S  DAY 

16  Father's  Day  Pancake  Breakfast,  Dewey  Hall,  8-1 1am  (p.20) 

21       Kiwanis  Golf  Tournament,  contact  Kiwanis  for  more  information  (p.  1 8) 

28  John  Bedard  Photo  Exhibit,  Library,  6-8pm  (p.  1 3) 

29  John  Bedard  Photo  Exhibit,  Library,  10am-4pm 

29  Summer  Garden  Party  for  Sheffield  Historical  Society,  General  John  Ashley 

House,  3-6pm(p.21) 

30  Raptors  presentation,  Bartholomew's  Cobble,  1pm  (p.21) 

See  Also: 

Bartholomew's  Cobble  Events  on  page  21 

Churches  &  Services  on  page  1 2 

Southern  Berkshire  Family  Network  on  page  1 1 


Ongoing   Calendar  Items 

(meetings  or  events  that  occur  on  a  less  than  weekly  basis  are 

noted  by  reference  -  i.e.  1st,  3rd  indicates  meetings  the  first  and 

third  times  that  day  occurs  in  the  month) 

Mondays: 

Food  Assistance  Program,  Old  Parish  Church.  9am- 10:30am 

Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1st,  3rd,  4th 

Board  of  Health,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd 

Tuesdays: 

Kid's  Club,  Old  Parish  Church,  9am- 12pm 

Council  on  Aging,  Dewey  Hall,  9am,  3rd 

Physical  Fitness  Class,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9:30am 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  6pm  -  8:30pm 

Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commission,  Town  Hall,  6:30pm.  2nd 

Planning  Board,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1st,  3rd 

Industrial  Development  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7:30pm,  last 

Wednesdays: 

Memory  Testing,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am,  1st 

Dan  Raymond  House  Tours  for  Berkshire  County  Residents,  1  -4pm 

Bereavement  Group  (OPC),  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  10am-1 1am 

Thursdays: 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,   7am-  1pm 

Blood-pressure  Clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am-noon,  2nd 

Physical  Fitness  Class,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9:30am 

Conservation  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4th 

Samba  Drumming,  40  Rossiter  Street,  Gt.  Barrington  (p.6) 

Fridays: 

Farmers  Market,  Old  Parish  Church  Parking  Lot,  4-7pm 

Noon  Movies,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,   1 2pm 

Saturdays: 

Contra  Dancing,  Sheffield  Grange  -  Rte  7,  8:30pm,  4th 


Senior  Center  Calendar 

See  above  for  ongoing  items 

Items  marked  with  *  require  appointments 


May 

2 

25 
27 
June 

6 
20 


*Hearing  Clinic 

Trip:  Hudson  and  Hibachi 

MEMORIAL  DAY  (closed) 

Supper,  Barber  Shop  Singers 
Tri-town  picnic,  noon,  French  Park  in 
Egremont 


PLEASE  HELP  SUPPORT  THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES 


I  want  to  support  the  Sheffield  Times\  Enclosed  is  my  tax  deductable  donation  of 


Made  payable  to  the 
Sheffield  Association  Fund  P.O. 
Box  1339.  Sheffield,  MA  01257 


Name 


Address 


_J  I'd  like  my  contribution  to  remain  anonymous. 

Q  I'd  like  to  get  more  involved  with  the  Sheffield  Times 

_J  I'm  particularly  interested  in  or  have  experince  with  _ 


The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  of  charge  at  public  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.  Everyone  who  makes  a  donation  will  receive  a  copy  by 
mail,  so  please  note  on  this  form  if  you  do  not  want  it  sent  to  you  &  we  won't  add  to  your  recycling  pilel   Donations  are  tax-deductable  through  a  partnership  with  the 
Berkshire  Taconic  Community  Foundation. 


SHEFFIELD  f Jf  CELEBRATION  2002 

wmmm  wmm 

Fairs  •   Food  •  Music  •  Crafts 
Cars  •   Farmers'  Market  •  Kid's  Activities  &  MORE... 

Exhibitors,  Vendors,  Volunteers  &  Sponsors  Wanted! 

SEPTEMBER  #-«  C  f#»f# 

(See  page  12  for  information  and  contact  numbers) 

CMfAf  CCWJt-WF  €  #11  Mumr 

Cooks  <&  Bakers  Wanted! 
Saturday,  September  7  on  the  Green  in  the  center  of  Sheffield 

Prizes  Awarded 
For  more  information  call  Jo  Grossman  at  229-2476 


Sheffield 

Community  Newsletter  for 
Sheffield  &  Ashley  Falls,  MA 
Box  1339  Sheffield,  MA  01257 
sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com 


